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NEGRO SPIRITUALS
By H. T. BURLEIGH
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THE plantation songs known as =epirituals": are the

spontaneous outbursts of intense religious fervor, and
had their origin chiefly in camp meetings, revivals. and
other religious exercises. ..

They were never "composed, 'tbut sprang into life, ready
made, from the white heat of religious fervor during .some

protracted meeting in camp or church, as the simple,
ecstatic utterance of wholly untutored minds, and are

practically the only music in Aliieri� which meets the
scientific definition of Folk Song. ,

Success in singing these Folk.Songs is primarily depen�
dent upon deep spiritual feeling.. The voice .is not 'nearly
so important as the spirit;· and' then rhythm;. fqr the

Negro's soul is "linked with rhythm,. aEd it is an _��eniial_. ......"._,-,,"��--.>oi' �����

-èt11tàa�tñe FòIK SOúgs.
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It is a serious niisconception of -their meaning �n&��lue
to treat them as =ministrel" songs, or to try to make them
funny by a too literal attempt to imitate the' manner ot __
the Negro in 'singing them, byswayjrtg the body, ctapEing �� -

the hands, or "striving to make the peculiar Ú1fle",ct�ohs of"'" .­

voice that are natural with the colored people. l�eir
worth is weakened unlessthey are done imprèSsively,for
through all these songs there 't?req_:tnes a' hope, a f�itl,l in.
the ultimate justice and brotherhòod òfman. The cadences �
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of sorrow invariably turn tQ jOYfcand the message is ·e�er
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manifest that. eventually deliverance'from all .th�t .hinders
and oppresses the soul will come-and man-every �

man-
will be free. � �
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ARRAN.GED FOR SOLO VOICE

Sinner Please Doan Let Dis Harves' I Stood On De Ribber Ob Jerdon.
Pass." One k._ey. 'Two �eys.

Weepin' Mary. 'Two �eys. Sometimes 1 Feel Like A Motherless

By An' �By. 'Two �eys.
1 Child. 'Three �eys. .,

I- W B d O Peter Go Ring Dem Bells. 'Two
ant To e Rea y. One �ey.�. �eys.

I Don'tFeeLN;o"WaysTired. On�AeJ.· . John's Gone 'Down On De Island.
Go Down Moses. 'Two 1{eys. 'Two �eys. - -

_
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Nobody Knows De Trouble I've Deep River. 'Three �eys.
Seen,

�

:Twp_keys. ': Oh Dídn'e It/Rain. 'Two �eys.
My Way's Cloudy. One �€y. 7 Let Us'Chéer TheWeary Traveler.
Y.Qu May BUry Me- In De Eas', "Two �eys. �

'Two k..e.ys.
'

-

'", Balm in Gilead. 'Two �èys.
��-=w�������i�-��iq!.:�k.��,b._- .;���j���me_:ç..Q4ay. ¡;w��t;Y!�
I
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'Tis Me O:Lord, One 1{ey. .

: " Hard Trials. one k._ey:
,.

My Lord Wli�t: A Morning. 'cTwo Don't You WeepWhen I'm Gone.
�eys. �
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:'" One k..ey. ,
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A�'N.GED }!OR MALE VQICES
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�P Rive_r�__ -Swíng
- Low, :s.w!!ê� Chariot. Oh P�ter Go Ring Dem Bells.

,-"� �ARRA'N:GED YPOR FEMALE·VOlCES.

New York, 1917.
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Deep l3iver��' 'Si
�

�:' ill Sinner Please Doan Let Dis Harves' Pass.

'Nobody Khows De .Trouble.,;;. Swing Low, Sweet Chariot.
. I've S�en.:.. '

'- �,:, ,,�MyWay's GloudY.
Go Down .Meses. -

17.,Sometimes I Feel Lik:eAMotherless Child
I WaneToBe Ready.: --"_Oh Didn't It Rain..

"
Weepin' Mary, _CE-- _ -TDon't Feel.No-Ways Tired.

.: By Aft' .By. -
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-; SVling Low, .Sweet Chariot. Go Down Moses.
F: Sinner Please poan Let Dis Harves' Pass


