
Press 'R-epresen!alive:

M. PETTINATI. LL.D.



M. PETTINATI, LL.D.
London Ojjices (temporary) :

�

CATALA 7:elepbone: CITY 4157.

7:e/egraph: .. ITAPETTINA," LONDON.

{!I;afalanian {!I;lJllral �llritfll
(OF BARCELONA).

�� \.
BARCELONA:

CARRER DE SANT PERE MES ALT, 13.

'Pres. 'R.epre.enlalive:

88, FLEET STREET, E.C.

�
�

-r9
�-
'�

8;
.�

.�

�
��



 



Manager HILTON CARTER.

THREE

antsb
0, 22 Sf 24.

8p.rn.

Appearance in

EO
Conductor

r

E
rchestras will pia on Juno 24th.

fi'ttl'tftet' p t calers will he announced in the DaH..

ineas. Second Tier, 2 Gui

Arena, Reserved, 7/6.



 



QRFEO CATALA
(BARCELONA-SPAIN).

PALAU DE LA MUSICA CATALANA
GRUPO ESCULTORICO DE BLAY.



 



� C�de, LI!

.

.

g�_'_0_-'_2_{4-_
There will be something of a �ew sensa.

I
tiou for music-lovers this season, in the

Iappear-ance of the celebrated " Orteo
ell-tala" Choir of Barcelona, at the Alb,:rt

IHall on June 20, 22, and 24. The choir,I which numbers 400 voices, conducted by'
" Serror Don Lluis Millet, enjoys a great

reputation not only in its own country but,

I in France, Italy and Germany, Rl(lhard
Strauss Vincent d'Indy, Saint-Saena and

I' other w�I1-known musicians have praised its
performances in the highest terms. At the
first concert the choir will be heard in some ,

Catalonian popular songs, various pieces by ,Spanish COI\lpOBerS of to-day and of the 16�hcentury, and a. B80ch mote�t. "They will80150 sing the ?I.d E�ghsh SUl?er IS,icumen in." AddItIOnal interest will be
given to the concerts by the appea.r�nce of
the cel-ebrated Spanish soprano, Marla. Bar-

,riencos, and the violinist, Joon Ma.nen.

IH.C
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ORFEO CATALA. IFAMOUS SPANISH CHOIR'S VISIT TO

ILONDON.
The famous "Orfeo Catalit "

Choir of

4001
voices. from Barcelona, is coming to Londonand will gIve three performances at the AlbertHall Oil June 20, 22, and 24. It WIll be con­ducted by Sefior DOll Lluis Millet, and Supportedby the gr-eat Spanish Soprano Senora Barrientosand by Senor Don Joan Manen, the well-knowr{violinist.

IThe programme will consist of Oatalan popu­lar songs and original compositions, as well asI works of the early composers, noticeable amongwhich is an English piece, "Sumer is icumen,"taken direct from a thirtaenth-centur_y mal.Juscript Iin the British Museum. Compositions byPalestrina and various fifteenth and sixteenth

Icentury musicians, besides b-ett-er·known pieoesby modern composers, are inclUded in their re­pertoire.
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l A IDostluteresting series of concerts will
start at the Albert Hall Oil Saturday week
(Juue 20). .'l'he four hundred members of
a leading Spanish choral society, the
"Orfeo Catala," are journeying to London
to give three concerts under the baton of

1Senor Don Lluis Millet. The society is"
said to be the largest permanent choir on

the Coutiuerst, and has already paid sue­

oessful visits to France, Italy, and Ger­
many. Senor Joan Manen, the Spanish vio­
linist. is playing at the first two concerts,
and S€iiOTa Barrieubos, a leaddng Spanish
soprano. will also be ileaI'd during the series.
The society has .the support and patronage
of the King and Queen of' Spain.

ALLEGRO.

Foreign Choirs for

London.

Two celebrated Continental choral
societiea-the " Orfeo Catala," of Barcelona,
and the Swedish National Choir-are to

make appearances here during this month.
I The first-named choir, 400 voices strong, is

to give three concerts at the Albert Hall on

the 2Ofh, 22nd, and 24th, the programmes
being mainly composed of Spani'sh music,
quite unknown here. At the first concert a

number of Catalonian 'popular songs, and

c(,mpositions by ancient and modern

Spanish writers will be sung, also the old

English" Sumer. is icumen in" and Bach's

motet �' Sing ya to the Lord." Mlle. Bar­

rientos the well-known Spanish operatic
sopran�, will appear as solo vocalist.

.

The ohoir was founded in 1891, and has

made a great reputation in recent yeara. It

faa been conducted by Richard' Strauss,

Saint Saens, Colonne, Faure, and other dis­

tin!luished musicians, all of whom have

pralsoo it without reserve. The" Orfeo

Catala" has made tours in France �nd Ger­
many with great success, but this WIll be Its

first visit to England.



A SPAJ."'ITSH CHOIRr-lN LONDON.

A famous Spanish choir,- "Orfeo Oabala," will
appeor in London on June 20, 22, and 24. It com­

prises 260 men, women, and children, uuder the direc­
tion of the founder, Don Louis Millet.

Senor Pablo Oasals and Dona Maria Barientos will
be associated with the choir in this _ their first appear­
ance in London. 'I'hey propose to give -two concerts
in Paris on their way to London, 'I'he programmes
of the three concerts contain, besides Catalan songs
and 'other Spanish music, Bach's" Singet dem IIerrn "

(June 20)/ Richard Strauss's Hymn for two choirs
and the ' Credo" of Palestrina's Missa Papae Mar­
celli (June 22), and :jIandel's Ode for St. Cecilia's Day

_

A SPANISH CHOIR IN LONDON.

A famous Spanish choir, "Orleo Oatala," W111

appear in London on June 20� 22, and 24. It �m­
prises 260 men, women, and children, under the direc­

tion of the founder, Don Lonis lIfill��. =._



Of a different kind will be three forthcoming Spanish concertsannounced b-y the Orfe6 Catala from Barcelona, who proclaim them­selves to be " the most famous chorus in the world." Thev will beheard in a quantity of music, mostly Spanish, but including alsothe famous old English round, " Sumer is icumen in," and will havethe assistance of Senora Barientos, a famous Spanish soprano, andSenor Marten, the well-known violinist. Also visiting us shortlywill be the Swedish National Choir from Stockholm, who also boasta great reputatio�

Among those who are going tl).�a:9�'ist in pa!r'it;in.g
the town red and yellow durin::, the season I�the Spanish. Onoral . Society.''the "'Orfeo ca��eof Barcelona. which haa the direot, .�uppo.

.rtt �
,

.

King and Queen, of Spail\.. ,�he:S�J:}e.ty lias ,ta)!,<Jn .

the A.lbert Hall for a serres o� _�l;>fCl,et;ts on �!\tl!r­
-day, june 20. and tM :Iollow_ln!l: _ �onday and
Wednesday. The choir' 'will ' be • C6Jld ucted by
Senor.i.Dou Ilmis MiHet •. and ·tb.e"lpTOIgramme wan

be contributed-to by tlhe Span.lsh,.�ano. seno��'Donna MaTia Barrientos, wh(l IS d�.ed by Leo
I cil.vdlo to ..

ast-<!und �he Iiig:htinga}es �f. �be
forest," and by Senor Don Joan Manen, violinist.



I SPAN/$H CONCERTS ltv LON�O.tv.Three Concerts by the Spanish .choral. societ,y.,­tho "Orieo Catala,'" or Bal'c<llona.,:' which 'is

I
claimed to be the largest permanent choir on 'theContin"'llt, are to be given soon at' the AlbertHill '

'_This will' be 'the, first 'i.iille that the society,

I
which bas already made itself very popular notonly in Spa.in, ·but in France, Italy, Germany;and other counkies, makes an

a,piJoara'l1ce,
i 11 Eng-Ia nd, "

_

,The thl'oo concerts, will take pbce on J'uire 20,22,' and' 24, and tho choir 'will bs ounducted bySenor Don Lluis Millet, Who .has had th(J privi.log's of oonducting before, almc>st all the 'croWnedheads of Europe. ".
.

',,__ , '-"r.' _ r. ..
"The concerts will be assisted bl _ the 1iunnllSSpantsh soprano, Senora Da: l\f.ana.-'-:Barriontos'while the great violinist, Senor Don Joan Manen�­will also give a violin recital in the' fiJ:sktw:o coil:'certs.

.
.

The society has 400 members.

Spanish Concerts.
.

-

.TJu-oo Stpamis.h concerts mil be gwen on
the afternoon of June 20, and the even­
.mgs of June 22 L8.Ild 24, 'a.t the' Albert Hall,<,

when the Orfeo Ca,tala, a chorus from
Barcelona, �pain, Wlill make rtIh€!lr' first

8a:>PeManoo in England, S�pIP'OntOO by
Senor-a. Barrientos, -6 Spaoiah soprano,
and Joa.n Manen, violinist. 'I1Il� orches-

't.m 'will be conducted by Sefior DOll

L
Duis MiHet.

_



Th,· famous Spanish "Orfeo Oatala " choir of IBarcelona are coming to the Albert Hall
o.r June 20th, 22nd, and 24th. The choir
numbers 400 voices, and is conducted by
Senor Don Lluis Millet. It has met with great
success in Fran ce'oItaly , and Germany. Richard
Strauss, Vincent 'Indy� Saint Saens, and other
well-known musicians have praised its perform­
ances in the highest terms. At the first concert
they will be .heard in some Catalonian popular
songs, varIOUS pieces by Spanish composers of
to-day and of the sixteenth century, and a Bach
motet. They will also sing the old English" Sumer

< is icumen in." The celebrated Spanish soprano,
Maria Barrtntos, and the violinist, Joan Manen,
will also be beard.

iJ!1t:o£ gJ4af�7�
7� /2 tid

I C; ('!__
Spanish Visitors. ,

Yet another touring choir is announced. "I!lC
Iamous ., Orfeo Ca tala " choir of 400 voices from
Barcelona will give three performances �t the
Albcrt ,Hall Londou, on J-une 20 �nd' sueceedinj-
1aJ:o 'IIhen: programme will' ineludc'llatiYe songs
,0 -me odies, and part-wng:s, in addition to work�b:l; Pale,stnna and the earher choral composers

L'l-S,the lIst appears tho J�nglish 13th century piece', umor IS lCUOlcn in.:p
I
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A SPANISH CHORAL SOCIETY OF 40()

PEOPLE AT THE ALBERT HALL.
The Albert Hall has been taken up tor a series of three­

concerts by the Spanish Choral Society, the "Orieo·
Catala " of Barcelona, which is claimed to be the largest
permanent choir on the Continent.

The Orfeo Catala has the direct support of their

Majesties the King and Queen of Spain, and this will be'
the first time the Society. which has already made itself

"ery popular not only in Spain, but in France, Italy,
and Germany, makes an appearance in England.

The three concerts will take place on Saturday next,
June zoth, Monday zznd, and Wednesday 24th, and the
choir will be conducted by Senor Don Lluis Millet, who­
has had the privilege of conducting before almostall the'

" crowned heads of Europe.
The concerts will be assisted by the famous Spanish

soprano, Senora Da. Malia Barrientos, whom Puccini
calls "The Queen of Song," and Leoncavello declares.

her t.o "�.a.�hmnd the pightingales of the forest."
The great violinist, Senor Don Joan Manen, will also­

gi ve a recital at the first two. concerts. Ticket s for

these concerts will range from 2S. to £5 5s., and these,
which may be booked in advance, will be sold at the

Albert Hall and by the usual agents.



TWO FOREIGN CHOIRS.

In the realms of choral music we are shortly to
be visited by two foreign choirs of which report speaks
highly. Of one of these+the Swedish National
Choir-I gave a full account some weeks ago .. Tt is,
I take it, not the same choir from the Northern

country that visited us a year or two ago. The other

is the famous Orfeo Oatala, a. choir of which Mr.
Arbos spoke to me in the highest terms a short time

ago, after, I think, he had conducted a concert in

Barcelona, in which they took part. The Orfeo,
whose conductor I believe was a constant attendant
nt tho last Worcester festival, seems to be a society

I
come together for the sheer love of choral music,
much as 01lJ: Northern choirs meet, after the day's
work is done. It seems a great pity that at their
concerts, of which there are to be three, on June 20,
22, and 24, the Orfeo Catala could not have been I
assisted by the Royal Orchestra. from Madrid: whose I

conductor is Mr. Arbos. There was a great attempt
t to bring this orchestra, which enjoys a fine fame

t in its own country, over to London a year ago, when

I it actually appeared in Paris, for, if I recollect

j
rightly, the necessary funds-were forthcoming. But
it was found impossible to find a hall for their per­

formance at the precise momene a.t which they could
have a. ared here.

'r�e annual eoncert of the Catala Orfeo
ChOIr. of Barcelona, will take place au the
Albe�t Hall next Saturday, when Mile,
B�!l"l'lentos, the Spandsh operatic sopranoWIll snng.

'



Weare soon to be visi�d by the Orfeo I
Oatala of Barcelona, a choral society whichclaims to be the largest permanent choir in

IEurope. They are to appear at three con­
certs in the Albert Hall this month, under the
conductm'ship of Senor Don Lluis Millet. Thefamous Spanish soprano, Senora DjI. Maria.
Barrientos, and the violinist, Senor Don JoanManen, will take part in the concerts.

# # �

The famous" Orfeo Catala " Choir of 400
voices, from Barcelona, is coming to
London, and win give three performances
at the Albert Hall on June 20 22, and 24.

tH will be conducted by Senor Don Lluis
:Millet, and supported by the great Spanish
soprano, Senora Barrientos, and by Senor

.Don Joan :JIan8D, the well-known violinist.
The programme will consist of Catalan
popular songs and original compositions, as
well as works of the early composers,noticeable among which is 'an Englishpiece, "Summer is Icumen," taken directfrom a Thirteenth Century manuscript in
the British Museum. Compositions byPalestrina and various Fifteenth and

I Sixteenth Ceutury musicians, 'besides
better-J..-nown pieces by modern composers,are included in their repertoire.

t --
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SPA.NISH CHORAL SOCIETY.
The Albert Hall has boon takenup for a <>erie<> of three concerts bythe. Spanish choral ,society. the"

Orfeo Catala," of Barcelona,which is claimed to be tha largestchoir on the Continent, -

The three concerts will take place­on Saturday, June 20. Monday, 22nd,and Wedne;day, 24th_t and the choirwill be conducted by;:;enor Don LuisMillet, who has had the privilc� , otconducting before almost' IiU thecrowned 'heads of Europe, The con-

I certs will be assisted by the famousSpanish soprano. Senora Da MariaBarrientos, whom Puccini cal"

the Queen of Song," .

iJ� J3����4�
��JTl)e ;, Orfeo Catala,lI

o Saturday June 20"and on thefoll<?whing �fonda'y m{a vY,e8�i:C!a:���"SJt�:.-;Choral Soc�ety•.thel· d to be the largestcelona, whheh0
IS t a��e �ill make its firstchoir on t � on .liaIld' at the Albert Hall,appearance I� �ngade itself very popularhaving alrea J ill

'man and other eoun­inFrance, Ital.y, ,�Ii be c;i;dueted by Senor.trles·LT.he1I���i awl will he assisted �r theDon UlS 1 .'
'no Senora Da manafaillo�s Spanish stpracini calls" the Queen IBar1'lent?,�, ��dm te��cavallo declares �??,f Song

d the nightingales of the forest:I astound ]
S - D n Joan' ManeIf' willIThe viohmst. lenor, ,?t I in the first twoalso give a V10 III 1 eCI a

concerts,
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r The fa.mous " Orfeo Cabalie " Choir of 400 voicesfrom Barcelona will give the first of three Loodonconcerts at the. Albert. Hall an SatGrday afJ:ernoo:>.Senor Luis Millet wiII cond uct , t.he 8oIOlSU. willbe senora Barruen,t.os, .:.te leading Sprunish&opr31I'.O and S�:or Joan iM8JI:len, the well-knownviol.in:st': -and the programme will consi.s� ofCatalan popular songs and original comI;'OSlho.ntl,as well as works <lIf ·the old composers, loo)1dmgan En,gEsh piece, " SU!Iller is dcumen," tl!ke:n directfrom a tihrirteealibh-century manuscript lJ)l, theri .ish Mus

"M:r"

The famous "Orfeo Catala," a choir of
great reputa.tion from Spain, will give the first
of three concerts on June 20, next Saturdayafternoon, at the Alber.t Hall.



I I believe that th��·tlH!o·miJJg visit
: of the" Orfeo Catala" Choral Sooi€'ty
; for a oori>€6 of .concorts at the Albert
).Hall will.maek tho fu� oeeasiqn upon
; which any large Spanish musical bo?-y
; has performed in London. Tlw-cih{)lr,'
j whieh nunibers 400 voices, has won a,
higih reputation on the Continent, and,
tits advent to this oourrtry c.anllot faiU

�o a"raKell ('onsiderabl{l incterost.
' _j

9E&�ef��
-

The Orfeo Catala, which is said to

Delthe largest permanent choir on the Con­
tinent, has engaged the Albert Hall for
three concerts, the first of which takes place
on Saturday next. Borne four hundred
voices strong, the choir-a Spanish organi;
sation-has snnc in France, Italy, and Ger­
many. The �onJ'udor is Senor LIuis Millet
and the soloists-cvocal and instrumental�
"'1'e Senora. Maria. Barrientos and Senor
1_"'_,�

,



SATURDAY.-The Orfeo Cabala, 'Senor Millet's

Ichoir from Barcelona, will give its fiI'st London
programme (Albert HaJJ, 3), singing a quantity of
a cappella Sl?anish music, the English tota " Surner
is icumen. in, " and Bach's" Singet dem Herro." I

,

9Jh dxfkr-=¥$� It t!
19fy

On Sa�the:re 'i1re bhe 'follo,vi'lJg engageJIli>JJtvs Ito be fulfilled: The Spanish concert by tho famous
Orfeo Ca.trula. from Barcelona in the AJbert HaD at Ithree-the first of three ooncerts:
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:§o-ud Oa& {1!ri-u...A famous Spanish choir, "Odeo Ca ala;" will _

appeal'lin London on -Iune 20, 22, and 24. It com-prises 250 men, women, and children, under thedirection of the founder, Don Lollis Millet.

BP'ANISH CHOIR FOB LONDOR.
-

- PAR1S, Wednesd'41., Tlte' eelehrated Baoraellirr8; cliGit, the r�(Jdea­e-at'aIatr,H whinh has been giving :IJ1 EtI{)cessfwlseries of concerts in Paris, left· here at.. lO:oQ,this morning by special. train for {;)a'lais, on
. their way to-London. The pr:itLcipat l'fleml)etS'of tli:e Spanish coiony and: a; Jlff,ge i'11'1<In J!rel' offriemiSl assembled' a<t. the'

stafi'OIl'.
M> see' tllem' I'off:-Rautel': .

.

.
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vine a series of concerts in Paris,
the f::01[:s Sp"anish choir, the Orphea Cata­
[an, left for London to-day.

terestmg concerts this week -mention may be made ofthe series devoted to the music of Gabriel Faure,which are being given by M. Lortat, of that of Mlle.Frieda Hempel on Friday, and the first appearance ,
of the Orfeo Catala, the famous Spanish choir, onSaturday.
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On Saturday, June 20, and on the following Monday-

and Wednesday, the SpanishA ¥USICAL Choral Society, the "Orfeo
TREAT. Catala," of Barcelona, which

is claimed to be the largestchoir on the Continent, will make its first appearancein England at the Albert Hall, having already made
itself very popular in France, Italy, Germany, andother countries. The choir will be conducted bySenor Don Luis Millet, and will be assisted by. the
famous Spanish soprano Senora Da Maria B'!l;rrientos,whom Puccini calls " the Queen of Song" and. Leon­
cavallo declares to "astound the nightingales of the
forest." The violinist Senor Don Juan Manen willalso give a violin recital in the first two .concerts.

* * '*

TIle appearance of the Spanish "Orfeo
Catala " Choir, of Barcelona, at the Albert
Hall this afternoon should prove remark­
able. The choir, of 400 voices, sang in
Paris a few days ago with the �reatest
success. Their programme �o�day mclud�sCatalonian popular songs, orlgmal. compost­
tions by Spanish writers,' ancient and �modern, and some violin pieces by Senor

jManen. The appearance of MIl.e.
Barrientos, the well-known operatic
soprano, will also add interest to the con-

fcert. !
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After' gi ving a sedes of concerts in Paris,the famo'ilS Spanish choir, the Orphea Cata­lan; left for London to-day.
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'i\;o. foreign choirs, each of which are said
- to be recognised musical forces in-their respec-
tive countries-the Spanish Orfeo Catala and
fhe Swedish national' choir-will be heard in
London during the next few days, The former
is at the Albert Hall this afternoon, and the

rat ue

£)/1, '0_ �aJJ-�----- 9� :2 () � /9 I(f_.

To-nigl1t � the Albert Hall there is the
fi_rst of the three great

U Spanish Concerts"
Itlven by the Barcelona choir known as theU Orfeo Catala." Monday and Wednesdaynext have been- chosen for the remaining
performances, each of which opens with the
"Hymn of the Orfeo. Catala " (Ei Cant dela
Senvsra), -

It is an interesting coincidence that the
visit of the Spanish choir comes in the same
week that sees the visit of the Swedish

. National Cho_ir t9 the White City, to say
nothing of Eridav s great Italian concert at
the queen's Hall (&,ivBn under ,the Am�as­sador � patronage, to help various Italian
chari�ies in London), The Swedish Choir
(whoss pTe�i<!ent is the Crown Prince) is to
pve a special concert at the White City on

Tuesday next, starting at 10 p.m.



ORFEO CATALA.
SENORA DA MARIA BARRIENTOS, the eminent singer; principal
interpreter of the great composition, "Oda Oeciliana," byHandel. Puccini calls her" the Queen of Song"; Massenat,
"the Divinest and Most Marvellous V.oioo"; Leoucavello,

"the Ri val of the IN ightingales.
"



For the Orfe6 Catala Concert at the Royal Albert Hall .

on Wednesday evening, in addition to Cathalan" Popular
Songs and Original Compositions, Handel's "Oda
Ceciliana "

will be performed. The soloists taking part
in this are Senora Maria Barrientos, Hen George A.
Walter (tenor), Senor Don Vicents Ma de Gibert (organist),
and Senor Don Blai Net (cembalo).

On Monday evening the Orfe6 Catala pro­
gramme opens with the hymn of the Orfeo
Catala and includes Cathalan Popular Songs, Original

- Compositions, the Credo of
the Mass "Pap:e Mar­
celli," a sixteenth-cen­

tury composition, in ad­
dition to other choral and
solo items.



MUSIC IN LONDON.
This afternoon the Spanish Choral Society, the" OrfeoCatala "

of Barcelona, the largest and most famouschoir on the Continent,
and which has a buildingin Barcelona built speciallyfor its accommodation, will
give a grand concert at the
Royal Albert Hall. It will
be the choir's first appear-
ance in England. Theyhave arranged to give two
further concerts duringtheir visit, and these will be
held at the same hall on

Monday and Wednesday
. evenings, June zznd and
24th. On each occasion
the choir will be conducted
by Senor Don Lluis Millet
and assisted by Senora Da
Maria Barrientos, the
eminent Spanish soprano
whom Puccini calls "TLe
Queen of Song," and Leon­
ca:vallo declares "

astounds
the nightingales of the
forest." The first two con­

certs-i.e., this afternoon
and Monday evening-will
also have the assistance of
Senor Don Joan Mansn,
the well-known Spanish
violinist. The programmefor this afternoon's concert,
which opens with the
Hymn of the Orfeo Cat ala
by Millet,' includes a
number of CathaJan popu­lar songs and original Com­
positions, the XIIIth Cen­
tury English composition,"

Sumer is icumen in,
"

the
MSS. of which is in theBritish MusellI11; the An­
cellada (Song of Birds), the
Ave Maria (four voices)and a motetto for eightvoices, by ]. S. Bach.



SENORA DA MARIA BARRIENTOS,
. The eminent Spanish Soprano, and principal interpreter of

LH.and�I'S
Oda Ceciliana, appearing at the

. RO,yal Albe,rt H�IIwIth the Spanish Choral Society, the Orfeo Catala, thIs
afternoon, and on Monday and Wednesday evenings next.

--__
.



MLLE. BARRIENTOS.

I The famous Spanish soprano who is
appearing at the Albert, Hall this

afternoon.
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Orfeo Catala, the Choral Society of Bar­

celona,
.

who gave their first concert .yeoterc..ay
afternoon at the Albert Hall, made n. I:ActUl.'€sque
appearance, as th<> ladies were -al l attized III th�
w h.ite lace mantilla. They sang a mamber

.

of
"charccteristic pieces. nit urteccompa.niod .. with

I qu.ite admirable intell igence, command of light
f\.nci shade, and €XIH'€SSlOn.

.

;V.li<Miame MarIn,
Barricutos, who besides ,two. pqeckS �Ull,g to the
curious humru ing accompau.iment. of tho choir,
contr-ibuted the Mad SCe1lB from ."'Har.mlet" with,the New Svm phouv Orchestra, 15 a. Coloratu.ra
siuzer of very groat gifts and moot unusual
SIV�t.nCSS· of voice. Senor Dan. .J.6<bU MrLl.1ell
played Mendelssohn's Concerto. Mr•.Camilieri
conducted the orchestral PIOC€:;.

SPANISH CONCERTS.
To-morrow, the s€«l!IJd.of a series

of three concerts will be given at the
Mbert Hall by ,the Spailli!fu Choral
Soeiety, the Orfeo Cabala of Bar­
celona, whlc!h, consisting of 400
voices, claims to be the largest ohoir
on. the Qontinent. Senor Don Lluis
'MJUet will conduct, and t'he famous
soprano, Senora Da Maria .Bancientos
and Senor Don Juan Mamen, the
emdnent violinist, "ill appear. .A
fhi rd concert will be given on �
Wednesday. r



YESTERDAY'S CONCERTS.
A SPANISH CHOIR AT ALBERT 'HALL.

LONDONERS 80 seldom heal.' Spanish music and artists
that, exceptional interest attached to the concert givenyesterday a.t the Albert Hall by the Orfeo Cabala, of

Barcelona. This choral society is practically the out­
come of the labours of Mr. Lluis Millet, a musician of
high aims, and evidently a' skilful choral conductor. The
society was founded in 1891, and has grown from twenty­eight members to over two hundred and fifty, who ga.ve the
concert yesterday. The platform presented a. picturesque
appearance; the ladies being dressed in white with white I
lace mantillas on their heads. The male choristers stood close
together in Continental fashion. The ensemble in loud
passages was hard and nasal, but this defect was less
.noticeable when singing softly, particularly when the
women were heard alone. One of the conductor's aims
being to encourage his nasion's music, all the part songs
yesterday were of Spanish origin. The programme openedwith the hymn of the Orfeo Catala, a solidly-written
composition by Mr. Millet. Of subsequent pieces .. The
Nightingale," in six parte, by Serraeant, proved particularly
oharming ;

.. The Three Drummers," in five parts,. by
Lambert, had a touch of the barbaric. It was bung chiefly
by male voices, and proved so effective that it was encored. '

In " The Song of Birds," also by Mr. Millet, the solo part
was rendered with great charm by Mme. Maria 'Barrientos.
This lady has a sweet-toned soprano voice of de.lJightfully
fresh and pure quality, which she used with notable vocal

: skill. She also sang in an
" Elegy," by Granados, in a most

.

finished manner. A specially characteristic piece was a

popular dance song by Cumellas Ribo. The enjoyment of the
concert was increased by the brilliant and sympathetic
playing by Mr. l\i'afien in Mendelssohn's violin concerto. The

, ,.

nd concert to-morrow evenin .
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s: SP�NISH CHOIR.

Even 'the a)1I),ouncem\)!}t thfLt the "�ost

famous chorus in the wprld" was to make Its

first appearance in Epgland did not result in

ore than a sparse attendaI),ce at the Albert'

Hall yellterday afternoon, Without quite
'ustifying so inflated a description, it ?lay at

east be said tbat the' 017fe6 C9,tal\i; deserves

uller ];8cqgnition at the tw@, concerts which

are t,o pe given to,morreW and' on
' Wednesday

in thll Sil<j1l'e hlJ,U. Forll1Ejd origil1l11ly wi�h the

objlect, pi revivi')1g 'populq,r I and, religious

music, the cflbi;r seems tR hlliVll made "a high

eputation for �tgeV in 'itb nati VEl ,city (J�
a'rcelona. Pe!'h�pS that pre�iminary des­

r ipbion had led one to expl'lct tQO 'll1u,ch, put

't must be confessed that; to E)1glish e'al'S, at

ny rate; the tone of these Ijingerli is not r e-

arkable for quality, while the. balance also

s often none of the best, The I,ttt't!!,ction of

hew work lies rather in its vitality and the

'eady. re�popse shown to the nicetil'lfl', of ex-

ri3�SlOn demanded of them py their con-

otor, Slltior DQn Lluis ,Millet, In the,

rabter of technique, ind'led, they ,liave li.ttle

'0 fear in comparison �vith other well-known'

heirs, and even i.f the' odnBta,nt. mse of. bOjl;cn,e

el'mee Ilff.llcts, both in �11a folk-m sic and' '�I\
ompositions by Npgnerlll, Granados," and

icolau, became'rather tiresl'me I).ft�;r -a time,

here coul,d be nO,1 question; of the skill with

laich the device was carried out, It made,

for instance, a charming bae).;:grouNd to the

eautifullw repned singing of Si,gnora Maria

arrientos in the Bolo part of Granados'

"Elegia Eterna," while very impressive was

[he sllggestion of tolling bells in Nicolai's

'Death of the Choir Boy"-a. composi­
ion, 'by the way, of decidedly mor e musical,
.alue thal� its title woulfl imply. . In the,

$eco,nd 'pal't of, the program'll1e, Sefl.or Joan

M'fnin was acqomJilaiilied by the �'ew SYP'lJ
phon . Orchestra, under Signor :t, Camilleri,
in n, 1,el}J.£)rkably trnished performance of

i\{filndelssohn's Violin "GoJ}certo, pignora
Bltrnentos sang the ]l!lad Scene' from

",Hamlet;" and a gtaceful, tribute, to the be­

�rnnl1l:gs of English music was paid by the

inclusion of the ancient .� Sumer is icumen

in.')



YESTERDAY'S CONCERTS.

THE ORFEO CATALA.

The first of a series of three concerts ar­

ranged, at the Albert Hall for the' ',' Orfso
,Catalit," a choir with a great reputation from

Barcelona, was given yesterday afternoon
before an audience that could have been con- �veniently ,accommod�ted in· � more reasonablysized building. At s rough computation, the
choir numbers something under 200 members,and has evidently been well trained, althoughthe greater part of the programme did notseverely tax the higher musical faculties,mainly consisting of folk songs and popularthemes with well-defined rhythmical outlinesand melodies that almost looked after them­selves. Of such quality were the Qathalanpopular songs, "Sota de l'Olm," by Morera,"EI Rossinyol," by Mas i Serracent, "EI trestambors," by Lambert, and" L'hereu Riera,"by Cumellas RiM. Some of these had theirsimple melodies accompanied bouches ferrnessrather cheaply, but, generally speaking, theharmonies were well arranged and the progressof the parts excellently Gonsidered as a meansto effect.

Recently one has had reason to appreciatethe fact that a language, especially in dealingwith a', large body of singers, seriously affectsthe quality of the sound. A Russian chorus,fot one thing, is like no other in the world,and to, judge by the Orfe6 Cabala, a Spanishchoir has also its own particular flavour.Whether the mixture of boys' voices was re­sponsjble for the effect is difficult to say, butthe altos certainly appeared to be using a chestquality of 'Voice in the medium register thatgave the inner parts a very pungent pre-I domiNance, and throughout the choir a nasalpreduction' appeared general. Yet when Mme.Maria Barrientos, a very charming and ex-pressive singer, joined the choir in Millet's"EI cant dels aucells;" it was perfectly evidentthe Spanish language 'was not responsible forthe twang.
Further concerts will be given in the samebuilding on to-morrow and Wednesdayevenings.

--_
----._ .--��
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, IAlllOng 'the visitors to the ooncert at"the AlbertHall:�Londciri .. on Satnrday afternoon.. ii�en by, theSp�nish 'singers from B\trcelo,na (the Or£eo Catala] werePrincess Henry of Battenberg, the Duchess"of Albany,the Duchess of Saxe-Cob.u'rg.Gotha, the Spanish Am.bassador,' ahd the' Spanish Consul. , ".

tA. 'Sp,AN1SI,I PI-JiJJR IN LONDON.

(FROM :OUR, LONDPN' OOR&ESPONDEN!l'.)
'1$on.,<10Il'i, ! being vis:ited, b-f the Barcelona' OvfcotClI,tala, who g:av� 'Lheii' iuitial concert on, S'at,urday,

. afternoon at tile A I bert Ha,!J. The Society was founded!'by the presonj, conductor,' Mr. Lluis Millet, in lsn, onoof the chief objects being- to incrcaso 'appreciation of'Spanish native vocal talent and encourage !!'ati'-e OOl}1'
.posers.

•

Of J.ate years the choir ho.ve been so euccessfu]Miat they' MO now, 'lodged in' their own- house wbichincltitJes a large concert hall with a seating capacity qf,2 600 a rehearsal room, and wo Iibrarios, .a 6'1bs-tantial"�it!.l�ss, of '''UCCo&� that is calculated 'to excite the ell"y,'of .rnuny B_l'i�isI:;" ch�l'fl cocq.qllctOl's. The pres'el1t mom­
.bership 'coll�ists of 2�O men, women, and children, anrc'l,.:aJjparentl.y, rhe e'ntire body appell-red on Satlll'dayaHer.
noon 'a£, Kenshl&,lon. Asse,�nbled on 'bhe ii'eat orch€str,�'th{);choir' pr"'lentcd', a, pict�'o$que appearance •. 'Fhacombined tone in forte passage�, was decidedly nasad andhard, The'bas; voices lacked. resonance, 'but tho teil';l'�,

were good; ",nd' the sopranos, except when forcing t,hei�:\'O!C��, which they were incliued ,to do, had II. pleasing,'fresh tone. The concert chiefly cou5isted 6£ a n,umber of
songs in' four, five, and six parts hy' Spanish CO;111)050r5, ,::Among the 'llioi;t clNL1-acter'stic were "The Nighti'n.gale," by Se1,Taoant, which was sung wish : cleUgJltfill'd-elioacy_ "'Dhe 'I'hroo Drummer'$," c,h{efly fOl: malovoices,' given' with g1'ea't spirii, and en<;{!l'ecl;' and a.qhrist'mas'SOlig '6'y ·tho 'conCiiletJor, Mr. Millet. Mme.lV�a'ria, :I:!an_'i,�iltos, the y�ss8ssor of a, mU.iC:'f1 '1I!ld P4,l:esoprauo :V0'le�" s,\ng wi�h gre1tt taste and Ch,�'l\l. Thislady was �ubsequelltly hcaril in all irpp-ortaut solo pintof -an elegy by Gml)'ac1os, 'l'ho 'tollcert"'also includedM�lclelssoh!l's violin concerto, ill 'which Mr. Joan'Manen played ,with purity 'Of tone and br.illiance, sup.I

ported by tile New Symphony Orchestra, conducted byMr;' CamiHeri_, The .Society will giveother concerts on'to;d",� alfd",{)u Wedn'�aJ','
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SPANI3H CHOIR

HALL.

AT ALS:=:RT

"ORFEO CATALA."

With all the foreign musical Iiterature that is
now flooding our concert halls and opera houses,it is strange that Soain-th", land of serenade,
dance, and- song-i�' 'not more fully represented.
Thanks, however, to the "Orfe6 Catalil." of Bar-

'Icelona we shall now be enabled to make a closer
acquaintance with Spanish choral music heard
at Its best, for th.e choir has been enterprising
enough to visit this country with tP..€ object of
giving three concerts, the first of which took
place on Saturday at the Albert Hail. The per­
formance was an unusually good one. The
quality of tone is pecu l iar in being nasal rather
than resonant. 'I'h is, however, is well suit-ed to the
choir's methods, seeing that most of their' efforts
were confined to humming, especially when
accompanying the soloist, Nearly every number

.

on the programme was of a melancholy nature,
but each contained a rare beauty and char-m of
its own, 'Adm irab!o vocal control was displayed

-throughout the concert, to prove which it is only
needful to mention the humming accompaniment
'in "Th.e Nightingale" r...ad "The Song of Birds,','

• "the languorous charactor of "The Siesta," and
'" the, Death of the ChoirBoy," where a parti cu­

lady goad impression of a tolling, bell was given
by ·tile basses striking a low note at odd intervals,
Mana Barrientos was the vocalist" Her soprano
voice is of a remarkably sweet and rare quality,

.and, like the choir, 8)10€ was at her best when

.singing' "
mezza voce." Sefior Don "Ll uis Millet

conducted skilfully and with every attention
toward legitimate expression.

. Later on Seiior Don Joan Manen gave a musi­
cianly. reading of the Mendelssohn violin con­
certo, accompanied. by- the New SymphonyOrchestra. Among the audience was Pr.inccsa
Henry of Battenberg, who was present in the

.

royal box.



I

ORFEUTHE CATALA.

At the Albert HalJ the Orfeo Cata!a gavethe first ,of three concerts on Saturday aft-er_noon. It is a choral society hailing fromBarcelona, and cOllaisting appanmtly of aame!two hundred members. The standard ofvocal ability is high. though not such as tomake our own slmila} organizations fear acomparison. 'rhe quality of the aggregatetone produced is peculiar. Apart hom theboys Introduced to strengthen the alto regil_tel', the male clement is not 60 relined as theWomen's voices, with which it tber>eforeblends imperfectly. Add to that a pre­dOmi,llOintly nasal resonance, and the resulthas a somewllat unpolished character. Yetit possesses an attractive twang Which. notunnaturally. seemed admirably suited to therenderinf' of the native music. To hearthis choir sing Catalan folk-songs is a newexperience, and it is to be hoped that moreLondoners will desire to taste it than were
present on Saturday.

The solist, Sra. Maria Barrientos, is aremarkable coloratura singer with a voiceof very musical quality. She sang the. madscene from" Hamlet" to the accompal11mentof the New Symphony Orchestrl: •. and

pr'!vedlherself possessed of all the atlhty requJr�dby the music. Sefior Joan Manen played theMendelssohn Violin Concerto.
The orchestra was conducted by Sigllor L./Camilieri, and the choir by its organizer,Senor LIuis Millet, who deserves great.credit for hawng brought it to its presenthigh level of efficiency .

••
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SPANISH CHOIR AT THE
ALBERT HALL.

The Orfe6 Cabala, I a Spamiah-cho1ir fromBarceLona, gave a very intere..,ting concert(1). Saturday at the Albert Hall. TheySang, amiongst other things, a number ofSpanish populao- songs, which gave o'ne afail' idea of *e c'hanm of their nationalmusic. ;[t is really curioufJ how little isknown, in the \VlOdd of Sp.anish music,colliside�·ing that no one who ,has 6pElllt aday on Spanish soil would fuil to realisewhat a part music ;h;as in the life of thepeople. Sarasats has shown i3QIDe aspectsof it, but the best known e;:i:ample ofSpanish music is still one composed )JY aJ!'rellchman-we allude, of course, to "Car­
men ," The cpief merits of the Orfe6Catada's performance are a stern dis­cipline and, extremely effed�ve hig"hcolours. W'hateve.r demanded force, im­
petus, or t,heir opposite, great, raptness and
quiet, was admirably sung. 'But "in Eng ,

land, �herel'tlte ai-t of,choral ,singing iscul tivated to a degres ContlD�lJJta�: peopleseldom 'realise, there is a bias in favoul.of enellowness, delicacy, and beauty of
tone, which OIl Saturday seemed beyondthe power of the Spanish choir to achieve .How fau- brilliance of t'�ecutioll lIl'ay be
considered to COullterbnlance the want ofthese qThalities must be up to a certain
po inti a, matter of individu'al teste, Andperhaps the ideal choir ought to combinethe m<3rih; of both-but the ideal choirhas yet to be discovered; and, at nnW �.a,te,ally choir showing" certain qualiti{l8 to thdbest .a.dv.a.ntage ha,g a right to Seri(HIS '0011.side�·atlon. }i'OQ· sheer bl·i1liallt 'executi:On

W� have 'heard few choirs which can becompa.red· to the Orfeo- Catalh, 'I'herr
w-ere also SOmB caprtal songs and 601os.



FAMOUS SPANISH CHOIR AT THE
A,LB�RT HALL.

The 'Orfe,6 Catala, of Barcelona, which WJS
heard for the first time, in London at the Albert
Hall on Saturday, is a remarkable organisation of
a kind hardly associated in the. ordinary waywith' Spain, which is scarcely thought of much by
most .in ',connexion \\!itH choral singing, ),et his
Cat:;tlCllllian ,Choral SoCiety must be' reckoned in
some respects one of the most notable in existenc«.

How many 6th€rs" for instance, caq boast lhe
possession of a fine permanent building of their
own, such as" the Palau de la Musica Catalana,with its libraries,. board-room, concert-halls, &c.,in which the Orfeo Catala has its home? And
how many, again, have performed under conduc­
tors of such note as Strauss, Vincent d'lndl',Saint-Saens, and the \J�1any other famous'musIO"ians who have directed the performances of the
Orfeo 'Catala P Certainly few, if 'any. Yet ll�e
society 'is llO,t one of very old standmg, ,h,?vingbeen founded only' in, 1891, and for some time'
it numbered only a score Or so of members.

Within toe last quarter of a century, however,there' has bee.i, it would appear, a remarkable
artistic and intellectual renaissance in Catalonia,and the Orfeo Catala has been I not the least
important outcome of this national reawakening.Cql11posed mainly of working-class members, theClioir has gone on under the stimulating personal­ity of its conductor, Lluis Millet, from strenath
�) stren�th; 'and cl!�tainly its singing on Saturday111, a �Ul11 oyr of Spanls!, folk-songs, Pllrt,spngs, andthe like affor'd�tl convll1ClI1g proof (9f th� fine workof which it, is capable.

Some excellent solo singing of Senora MariaBatirientos was another enjoyable feature of theafternoon's qoings, while an instrumental itemwas ,l\�endelssohn's violin concerto, with SefiorManen as a brilliant soloist-the orchestra beinr­the :

!'i:e,�: Symph0ny and the conductor Sign�;Carnilier i.
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IMUSIC.

!raE "QRFEO CATALA" OF IB�RCELO�.A. 'I.1llthough the state�ent that the Orfeo' iCatata, of Barcelona, IS "th� most famousand lar.gest perm,anent choir in the/world 1'.1is' open to question, that they are alJthor,oughly ,capable body. �f. sing�r�, fOl!m.edJfor the purpose of reVIVIng rehgIpUs and
Iip�pul�r mnsjc, 'is B;ot

I

for a moment to beldoubted after hearmg them at the first ofthree concerts that took place at the Albert,Ha:U' on Saturday afternoon, Instead of thewarm rich'voices that one might have ex-)nected the quaJ,ity of tone is inclined to be Inasal;! this,' however, made quite a Pleas!nglbackgroun� w:�en accompanYIng ,the .sOlOISt,as theY did, In the shape. of s�dued hum:mingo
4ilothel' feature of, thel performance oUjSaturday was the remarkable commancl ofvocal. technique, such as su.dden gradationso! t�.,ge,. \cur�ous r.b:ytl:w.J�,. and 'unexpec�edcadences, which spoke eloqaently of the con­@.ol .�.xerd� .hy their co.n�ctor. Seno.r,/ luis, Millet, In a gro�p .

of "

Oathalan .Popu- Ila,r So�gs" and "OrIgInal OompositIons,"!nearly aU of a melancholy, though striking,beauty. none was' made more distinctive hirefinement and artistry than the "Nightin­gale" and "The So!'� of Birds," Noguera's
"

Siesta," and Granaa,os' " Eternal Elegy."Th�lle examples, all .of the.rp, deserving a
close.. intimacy, _proved incontest�bly that thep?wers '�f. the Qr�e6 Oatala haVE) reached ahigh leve� of efficle.ncJ:' Seno.J:.a Maria Bar­rientos was the SOlOISt In several of tbe songs

and by nhe sweetness and purity of her sing:. ing d�splayed It soprano voice of exceptionallypleaSIng .character. Sefior Joan Manen alsorevealed sound musicianship in his perform­ance of. Mendelssohn's Violin Ooncerto,accompamed by the New t$ymphonyOrchestra.



THE ORFEO CATALA.

Famous in Spain as the "Orfe6 Catala " the Cata­
Ionian Choral Society of Barcelona, gave the first of
three concerts at the Albert Hall on Saturday after­
noon. Choral music, as it is' understood in this coun­

try, formed no part of the programme, which was

made up of national songs and compositions, kindred in

form, written for four, five, or six voices, and for the
most part designed to be picturesque in effect. In

.

a technical sense the singing was good, though the tone

was strange rather than impressive. The primitiv-€
features included the humming of ·the keynote and its
resultants by the conductor, Senor Millet, whose
authority over the cho;r. was admirable. The dis- ,

position of the choir was interesting. The ladies, all
wearing white lace mantillas, sat closely grouped
around the conductor, while the men stood surround­
ing them. . Some subtle vocal effect� wer:e obtained
in a descriptive way, but the ear waited III vain f<l!.'
something chorally stro�g and arresting: .

Senor
-Maueu and Signora Barrientos were the violin" and
vocal soloists respectively, The former London
already knew as a distinguished player , The latter
proved a soprano o.f br illianf atbainments. The re­

maininz concerts Will be given to-night and Wednes-
day ev�ning. / .

!toyalty at a Concert.

Among the visitors to the concert at the Albert·
Hall on Saturday afternoon given by the Spanish s

singers --from Barcelona (the Orieo Catala) were

Princess Henry of Battenberg, the Duchess of
Albany, the Duchess of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, the
Spanish. Ambassador, and the Spanish Consul.

* • *



SPANISH CHOIR'S 'Fl,RST
CONCERT.

MANY BOYS AMON"d THE
200 SINGERS.

The . Spanish choir, "Orf€o Catala," ofBarceJ.oiIl'a, which is paying: a villit to LondoiIllpr>e.s6nted a p1ctUl'esque sight, IIIV the AlbertHall On Saturday afternoon, when the flrstof it" t,hree concerts here was given. All theIadies wore white lace mantillas, and at theback of the orche,stra WIlS didpla.yed t.beg.orgoous bannoE'l" of the society, which, ashere represented, c.ollsist{J.of about 200voices. About 20 0,1' 30 of these are boys, \whose voices gave :z-a,ther a shrill tone to tbe Isoprano section .of the choin-,
The p.rograme was inter€stiiIlg becausemost of it Will; musio by SpUinieh composersw,ho are quite IDlknowill here. Many of thepiec;es were cast in the form of simplephrases f.oJl"the eho.ir, with a soprano 1301.0ob)l�igat.o.' The la,tter was takeri; in one ortwo cases, bv Mdlle. Bn'l'rientos, the well­known ope,ra,tic BOprUJlo (who was also hea.rdin the mad scene from" Ha,mlet "), and alsoby one .of the members of the c joir its'ilf.A group of pi�<:\S described as "Catalanpopular Bongs" gave one an excellent .op­portunity of hearing the c11Oi1' in their cha­l'll!Cteriatic style, which is remarkable for arhythmic force and va,riety of expression.Judged by a :Northern standpoint, thetone of the choir is perlmps not very beauti­ful, especially in forbiS5i,mo pa.ssl)<ges; but,on the other haud, ther;) was a,lways genuinemu"sicaJ feeling in the performUJlQ€s, whichi1'1111 iL vitnlity of II; kind such 0" 01119 finds 'illfolk-music.

An a,g1'ool1ble featUre of the conce'rt WlISSenor Mane:n'e e>tceUent pJayilig of Mllndels_sohn's vioJ,i,l1 concerto, and Mllc. Barr''illlto'sbzill: ant singing of tho Mad Scene from

I
" Hamlet."

Senor Luis Mill�t, the c�dllctbr of thechoir, showed himself to be ill complete com-Ilmamd of his VOCft! forces, and obtuined homthem finished and very expre.5sive rendehng,./



That WQ8 n concert of mrum more thu.n or&nary
interest whlch ;'n.s given in the Albert &1I en

Batmdnt n1iol'llOOn by the Orfeo C�.&!l..{.a, of 13al'OO<
kma; it was the fiM 01 three c@�lCerts, the others

baking place to-day and on Wedn�day, both at

eight, lI.nd both should btl attended by all who are

seriously interested In choral singing.
,

It may have boon regarded as a. somewhat risky
proceeding to carry such coals to NewOllstle, IlS it
Were, lis'is implied by bringing a choir {rom Spain to

England, the home of tM finwt choruses in exist­
ence, as we ruwnys flll,tter ourselves is the 0'..LSe. But
there is no question here of competition, The Orlco
G)at-.J.la is quite unlike, in ncu,rly e'vel'ythi.ng, our own

llrinoipfrl choruses. In .point of finish it is magnin­
oont, 1911 i� \.hUlB been troined to

..

0. hair," as the
phl'a.<Je goes. Ita command over every kind of nuance
is complete, and i� has a. mastery over !l. rather
curious habit of dropping with extreme auddenness
froin a forte to 0. thrilling pianissimo with no 'sense
of explosivenoss, the while the tone is sustained.
This power of susl'Alilling the tone is in i t.geli very'
great indeed in whatever grade of Strength, lind bh�
voices possess u. peculiar ring, but also Ii. peculiar
and rather nasal quality that appears must promi­
nent in .. Iorte "

pru!S(\ge.s. When the chorus was

singing a sustained piece or passage the 'tone was

quite beautiful; it rolled round and throujl'h the
ample spaces of the Albert Ha'll 1ike thUit of the,
cathedral choir in WestIhin�te.r.

As to the music, it would apImar that es the
Spaniards lire the proudest nation in Europe; 'so they
!LTC of the saddest. For even in the delightful
.. L'hereu Riera," n, popular dunce, by RiLJo, in
Morera's to £1 Bossinvol," and in the exquisite" Cant
dels Aucolls "

by Millet, there WIlS an air of decided
sadness. Millet's work IlXld Noguera's" Lo. Sesta,"
Grunados's .. Elegio. Eterna," and Nieolau's .. La
Mort de I'Bscolu ..

�re three romarkttble compositions.
In GIl the .. bouche Iermee ..

plays 0. conspicuous part,
and' the tone is beautiful, while the voice parts, a 6,
5, or 4, move with Ii delightful ease. In two cases
there WGS a soprano solo part tmplltinwosed, which,
sung with quite exttadrdinarily beautiful method by
Madame, lIhrio. Barrientos, made 0. vccy remarkable
a.nd nppoaling eJIect, The Spanlsh composers repre­
seated clearly know much of choral technique of 0.

kind, e'V�n if there were no exumples in this pro­
gramme of iliat'excessive ..

figuration" thilt haa come
into vogite here' through the ecmpetition festivals.
The {act is, they obtain their effects with a simpler
means, ·The effects mllY or may not be Us varied;
certainly they are lis beautilul, and the Orloo Cataln
is to IHl cong'!atuln.ted on obtaining with- such com­

plete success tho eJIects aimed at by the composers.

MADAME BAURIENTOS' SIijGIN\l."
Mr. Joan Manon WI1$ set down for a performance

of Mendelssohn's violin concerto, which, if one may
say so, was unnecessary, since both the player and
the work are well known hero ; and what was an even

worse example of the unnecessary was to nsk FlO

glorious 0.. 'singer as lIIn.uillhe Barrientos' to sifrlr the'
Mad Scone from "Hamlet." It was a wasted oppor­
tunity, for the art, tho style, and the sheer beauty
of the singer's voice arc so rare that one would gladly
have heard her in music more worthy. Madame
Barrientos is 0. great singer, or was on Baturday. All
the silly roulades, scales, &c., could not possibly offer
any difficulties to one so accomplished; therofore we

wou!d glnrll� have heard her 'agn.in in Some such
music as the solo in the work by Granados mentioned
!l·bb-v",� wh:t� t:be p�r\CY of her voice even in thl3hlg�est �Clghts wus Il thjng of Ilbsolu.te joy.

'

DOl)L.lul� Mlllot W1IS the conductor, the SUC(lCllsor oft(lave, w�o appears to hove been the loumlpl'\of ,�omodern •

school t' of choral sing�ng in Cat.;:IollinAt a less crowded p(lriod of bbe year this Choru�.would have created an immenso impression,

SPANISH CHOIR IN LONDON

A FINE PERFORMANCE. . ,;��"



A SPANISH' CHOIR.

The. C�Wonian choir called " Orfe6 CatalA ..

whichmad'; itS first English appearance a.t the Albert Hallon Saturday afternoon is a mixed choir of about 260VOIces. Its' home is Barcelona. .

It was founded in 1891 as a small choral SOCiety,and under the inspiring leadership of Don LIuis Millet,its conductor, it has growu and perfected a peculiartechnique and a distinctive style of 'choral sing�gwhich was. best heard in a:r=gem®ts of Catalonianfolk·songs and Some wonks for unaccbmpanied voices Iby modern Spanish, composers. , But thEl; ch_oir doesnot contine itself to its native music. The programme IGil Saturday contained the old English rota "Suineris icumen in "

and Bach's eight-voiced motet" Singetdem Herm,': both in Spanish. Snbsequent oro­gra.mmes to be given on MOD.day and Wednesdayevenings-include selections from Handel's "Ode onSt. Cecilia's Day" and Palesbrina's "Missa Papa.(>Mat'ceili."
It was in the Spanish music that the positive meritsof·'tiW choir were most apparent; a remarkable vita­lity, sensitive phrasing of the foLk-melodies, a way ofsinging as though the chou' were a single instrument,and a perfect comman,d of bouche [ermee effects forPUrpds� of accomp animent were notable qtialities.lI'heir treat,ment of the beautiful tUne" El rossinyol 'I(The Nighti,D.gale) and the lilt,ing rhythn). of "! Els tl'CStamb6I'S'1 '(Tl,le Thuee Dl'umrp.e�) combined thespontancity of real folk-singing with the technique ofa 1lighiy trained ensemble, and in a.ccompanyingSeilora. Maria BaITientos in Millet's "El cant delsaucelJs" (The Song of the Birds) and the "ElegiaEterna" of Granados the choir showed itself capableof gre",t sUbtlet.y of expression. But wi ch all this t-hechoir is curiously oblivious of what in this country areconsidered first principles of choral singing-a puretone and a balance of power betW'eeu the parts. Inforte passages the little boys 'who 'supplemented theSopranos weco allowed to shout their heads off; inBach's motel; the tenors carne striding through the".nS67T'�"le with a raucous qUl1liby of voice which waspainful; the basses were weak, the contraltos undis­tingnished. The whole performance of Bach's work,

,

sung with the wildest eccentricities of tempo, was toEngaish ears intensely lmmusical, yet one could notdoubt that the singel,'S were follOwing out an ideal ofinterpreta.t,ion which was eloquent 'with meaning forthem.
Senora. Barrientos, besides taking part in certainof thc choral works, gavo a hrilliantly dramatic'1>er_formanco of �he mad scene from Thomas's Hamid,and Senor J'cm.n Manen played Mendel<:sohn's violinconcerto, both with the New Symphony Orchestraconducted by Signor Camili:n'i.Among the audience weN; Princess Henry of Batten­berz, tha DUChess of .Albany, the Duchess Mll.rie ofSaxe-Coburg and Gotha, the Spanish Am�adoJ',and tlu! Spanish Consul.



THE YOUNGEST CHOIR ON EARTH.
, THAT Spanish choir that came to the Albert l�all
on Saturday, is something new in th� way of choirs,
and rather interesting too. Certainly the Orfe_o
Catala as it calls itself, must be the youngest chou

on earth, though the tenors and basses are grown

�up. Many of the boy trebles and altos cannot be

more than six or seven years old, and the average

age of the girl sopranos is about twelve.

A TINY SOPRANO.
As A CONDUCTOR Don Lluis Millet has Sousa,

almost beaten to a frazzle. He conducts� I should

imagine in the way that Gunboat Smith boxes.

�h� audience was ;largely Spanish who gathered
-,outside to cheer Maria Barrientos, the soprano. She

is one of the sweetest sopranos I have ever heard,
with a wonderfully flexible voice and a tre:nendous
range. The choir is singing again to-night and

Wednesday.

WEEK,END CONCERTS.
THE BARCELO'NA CHOIR AT THE­

ALBERT HALL.-
, The 0rfeo Caw, of Barcelona, the ladies
�dressed in white lace mantiflas ana the men

in ordinary evening. dross" made .their firs�
appearanes at the A�bert Hall on Swturday
afternoon, .and by their wonderful singing
scored immediate and lasting success.

Besides singing many beautiful Spanish .
art songs, such 3;.9 "The death of a choir­
s.: where the basses vividly Imitate the

tolling of a. bell, and "The Siesta," they
also very effectively accompanied Senora.
Barrientos, the

-

well-known soprano, by
means of subdued humming, and thus dis­
played remarkable command of expression.
PrinceBs Henry of Battenoorg was present.



SINGERS IN MANTILLAS.
.'

"ORFEO CATALA."
With all th� foreign musical literature that is

110W flooding our concert halls and opera houses, '

it is strange that Spain-th., land of serenade,
dance, and song-is not more fully represented,
'I'hanks, however, to the "Orfw Cat.a.IIJ." of Bar­
celona we shall now be enabled to make a closer
acquaintanoe with Spanish choral music heard
at its best, for the choir has been enterprising
enough to visit this country with the object of
giving three concerts, the first of which took
place on Saturday at the Albert Hall. The per­
formance was an unusually good one. The
qnality of tone is pecnliar in .being nasal rather
,than resonant. ThIS, however, IS well suited to the
choir's methods, seeing that most of their efforts
were confined to humming, especially when
accompanying the soloist. Nearly every number
on the programme was of a melancholy nature,
but each contained a rare beauty and charm of
its own. Admirable vocal control was displayed

1throughout the concert, to prove which it is only
needful to mention the humming accompaniment
in .. The Nightingale" and .. The Song of Birds,"
the languorous character of .. The Siesta," and
.. The Death of the Choir Boy," where a particu­
larly good Impression of a tolling bell wae given
by the basses striking a low note at odd intervals.
l'\<IarJoa Barrientos was the vocalist. "Her soprano
voice is of a remarkably sweet and rare quality,
and, like the chcir, she was at her best when
:;Wlging "mezza voce." Senor Don Lluis Millet
conducted skilfully and with every attention
toward legitimate expression.

Later on Benor Don Joan Manen gave a ml!Si·
cianly 'reading of the Mendelssohn violin con­
cerro accompanied by the New Symphony
Orch�stra. Among the audience was Princess
Henry of Battenberg, who was- present in the
royal box.

SPANISH CHOIR'S 1"IRST-{lONCEWl:
IN LONDON.

The Barcelona Choral Society, the
II Or£oo Catala," gave the first of its con­

certs. a,t Albert Hall on Saturday afternoon,
the women adorned with white mantillas
and the men in evening dress, '.I.'he enter­
prise of this famous body of singers in
'coming so far, as well as their merits, en­
sured a sympathetic hearing. Under their
gifted conductor, Senor Lluis Millet, they
sang a vartety .of music, hut 'the opening ,

bars of the o:(,ening piece-the society's
"hymn ":-stl"alghtway and unambigu­
ously gave us the measure of their qualities
and peculiarities.

'

Afterwards came a set of Catalan folk­
songs, mostly charming; but one or -two ,arranged with an aim at ad captandum
effect. Then some modern Spanish pieces.
a plaintive" Eternal Elegy" by Granados
among them. .A compliment to English,

art was paid by the appearance in the pro­
gramme of that celebrated. early essay in
contranuntalstyle "Summer Isicumen in,"
'and' the programme wound up with Bach's
tremendous motet. "Sing to the Lord."
The technique of these Spanis"h singers
proved highly developed; they Sang with a
peculiar eagerness and rhythmical einphasls.
The sopranos' peculiar nasal tone was in
most striking divergence from Englishnotions of cnoral tone, but fhroughout the
ohoir there was a slightly r.Mping qualitywhich, _ faJ: from disagrf;leahle, had indeed
appropriate effeCt In some -llf the Spanish

� music with its semi-Oriental feeling. The
I soloist, Mme. Maria Barrientos. had the
sweetest of soprano voices; Senor Manen,
-w:ell. known in London already. played the
VWllll.
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Iri Eugl'li1d qp.e·,�s, �pt bO'il!'nOi'e tbe exiEtence of,tholie dilltidi,:�I,i#ir\ld, si1l.ge�B "'who h.�v� Btild0!fil. ifever, suug iu Loudon, ·'.Opera,-goers glIbly' all uaetoJ,he eXJ!loits"o�,Si:etti aud ,Sa.mma.i;co, becausetIley are so' freq�{er:ltjy 'tffo"d'ed· the .oPpOI tbnity ofhei1ring these' LWO pedol'mers; but H'Lttistiui, ab';:ritoue 'whose �"'oQ. 'c.:nto" toLi�he!J' pJl(fec­tion, i9 little mors.' tbau a !;lame to some of(them-gl'eat though 'fiis, ai'tilleic SUccess waswhen lie "SW�l:r,hiH-e a 'feJ'J ye'ab� ago. Every­body talks a.pclilt 'l'e,trazzill!'a 't'rJlls, Melba:s" fiori­tUt'e," au� He,mpe!'s vocal �gijity, owi'ug to the facttliat· aU ,thl:c:le goddesses of'sottg have recentlybeen heard,in London, but several al'tists of thefirst rank, adiollgst whum ill-the wholly admirableAhce Verlet, \�Itose renderin:t{ pt---" Caro nome"aqd (i)f the iii I' {rom" L" Pede, du Bresil "

-Ieuveshei" unri vaIled, lire, 'not
'

•.1>1 IVi!.y's \,1 taken' in co�c�oui1t ,by, musioal, pcrsoaa ',Wh�'�,' 'd:scuss­lllg ooutellipot'i!ry performers. 'NoI' was muchkuowu bE I$<:IUOI:ji. Ba.I'i'te,ntos prio» to', her SllCCI:lSSat tile Albert Hall au Saturday aitemoon, whenthe Spa'uish iiopral19's renderi!Jg of tb,nt exacting_show-pi,ece, ,thl!- "Ma.d Scene :;, fr,f!u,l "Ha.mlet,,"proved that us a
..

COlol'atul'a. sHlgel' she needtear no competition. 'l'ue neatbeti8 of SenoraB�1'l'ientoB'8 runs, the smoothness of, hCI' turns,the al'tillt'. al.lillty to sll"taiu the shake, the cer­tainty of, her attack, and' the d'istinction andauthority wi�h wjlich she ,invested' evel'Y lineof, the "inusio '

stamp the ne�colUel', Whohas. enchao.te4, OontiuClhtal a.�i:Herices for some,years pa.6�, as a. singel' of the tirs'�:m<lgnitllde. The,oO<.lasiQu a18.0 served to introduce! the Vl'feo Catala,n. choit, wh'iob has done much to:t:ba�(e Barcelona (amost criti�al musical ceutl'e) I',iino.us, Senor J'oa,flManen-a. "violinist w hose tone 'II-nd technique areunslu'paslied'-having been the remaining attrac­tion. '
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SPANISH CHOIR

a.EMARKABLE CATALAN MUSIC.

Far its second concert, which took place in the
Albert Hell last night, the f..mous Orfeo Catala of
Bareelona designed a programme' of unusual interest
to those who care for fine music finely sung. Firnt
of all there was the society's own Hymn, composed
by Lluis Millet; this is described as a sort of invo­
cation to

"

the ideals of art and country," which is
the spirit of the Orfe6 Catala, Then came a won.
derful group of Catalan popular songs; then a
Catalan dance, entitled "Oamprodon," played by
an original popular Catalan orchestra; then Richard
Strauss's Hymn for sixteen voices in two choirs-il}tI
fi'rs't of four voices and the second of, twelve; then a
short violin recital by tha,t accomplished artist, Don
JOl1n Manen ; and finally a short gl,(>11P, of choral
pieces+the conductor's "Prayer to our Lady of

'Help," a motet for four voices=-" 0 tnagnum mys.
tcrium H":_by Victoria, 1540-1608), and the
..

Credo" from Palestrina's MllSS, "Papre Mar-
colli."

'

How �e ehorad side of this splendid progro,mmo
wa-s performed only those who have heard this extra.
ordinarily well-disciplined, well-balanced, and high. f

spirited body of singers can realise. As we pointed
out yesterday, its work is compareble to the best of
our Northern choirs, but comparable only in /the
perfect finish of its �huique-its my;le being 'its'

vory own, and a peculiar, but, not "lot all unpl(ll1�t. I
nasal tone in singing "forte" passages j while in
that fin ish there is no suspicion of the self-conscious
ness which is so airecily the result of OUT own com'.
petition festivals. The notes of pathos ana humour.
praise and jubilation, were each suggested in simple
and straightforward terms�Qu't alWlaYS in terms of
the highest art, The exquisite Cradle Song, with
one prominent soprano voice ('the singer's name woo
not given), had to be repeated; likewise a humarous
song in five parts arranged by the composer, Pujol.
'The "reedy" combination of the' little C4'taJ;ln
orchestra is like nothing London conoert·goers ever
hear. The scale is not our "tronpe:rred "

one, to
begin �ith, and the fim few notes' of shri'!J piccoloand the very small drum (" tapped

"

by the same
player) which herald the dance b:ave a bIzarre but
exhilarating effcot. Music-such as this one may heal'
only in Barcelona and on the slopes of the" Eastern
Pyrenees. Perhaps on Wednesday we may be per. j� to.b.eat "-�,� ,



ORFEO CATALA.
In spite of the meagre audience, there was

no lack of enthusiasm at the Albert Hall last
night when the "Orfeo Catala" of Barcelona gavetheir second concert. Spanish part songs agamtook up the greater part of the programme, such
as two Christmas songs and a cradle song, and
very beautifully were they sung, It was not the
choral singing that we understand, however, made
up of broad, swooping phrases, for Spauisht choral music is -too subtle and too ingenious for
that. It is, indeed, this remarkable subtlety of
eff.ect, allied to an admirable command of ex­
pression, that has brought this fine choir suc­
cess and stamped -their performance here with
such a favourable impression.

Another particularly attractive number givenlast night was the Catalan popular dance "Cam­prodon," performed 0,)' the Catala,n Orchestra of

I
ten players. The native mstruments used are, a
miniature kettledrum, brass and wood wind, thelast. being not un.Iike enlarged clarinets. The
tone may 00 raucous and reedy, and th€ whole

I
effect somewhat suggestive of bagpipes, but what.

with the fascinating lilt of the melody and splen­did swing of the rhythms employed, the resultsobtained were extremely exhilarating and ea ilysecured an encore. A word of praise is dtfe tothe young vocalist who sang the solo fart 1:1 the"Cradl,e Song" with much purity 0 tone ariddee p-expressfou.
-, .

THE Orfeo Catala is making its ap­pearance at the Albert Hall next Wed­
nesday. The special aim of this choral
society from Barcelona is to perform popular,also sacred music. Its conductor is Sefior
Lluis Millet, by whom it was founded in
1891. The number of members is at presentfour hundred.



�SPANISH CHORAL SOCIETY IN lONDON.

The Albert Hall has been taken un for a series of three
concerts by the Spanish choral society, the "Orfeocatala,"
of Barcelona, which is claimed to./be the largest permanent
choir on the continent. The Orfeo Catala has the direct
supportof Then Majesties, the King and Queen of Spain, and
this will be the first time that th/society, which has alreadymade itself very popular not only in Spain, but in France,Italy, Germany and other oounti-ies, makes an appearance in
England. The first of the three concerts took place yesterday(Raturday), and the others will take place on Monday and
vVeclnesclay next. The' choir will he conducted by Senor Don
Lluis Millet, who has had the privilege of conducting before
almost all the crowned heads of Eurone.



CONCERT 'PLATFURM.
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SPANISH Mt'SIC.

oaJ2p7�:roioQZJ� .;z 3 "d

''',tn. 'o'� ,""
I 9f '+

rue rfeo Cnli.'lk" wtuch gives Its final OO'llOOI'i to- .1-----_

morrow nigbt. is a sociotv of musicians 'in the right
sense of the Itonn. It is recruited from the workers,
who �'liter Uheir day's labour turn to song for bheir
refreshment ; and the "

point" of the society is to

revive the popular and religious music of their eoun-

try and to ShU.l'9 in tbe renaissance in Catolouie of

life, political, sooinl. htera ry, artistic, and scientific.
To those whose horizon is not I$ouruled by the

Channel it has long been known that this renaissance

is in being, not 'merely a thing talked about, More-

over, it seems clear that it. is sincere, for many will
recollect that last year a great abtempt WUE made

by Mr. Arboe to bring to London the Orquestn
Sinfonicn de Madrid. an attempt that failed from the
usual oause+iusuffioiency of funds and inability to

collect them. The Orfoo Cu,tal<!J., on the ather hand,
hns been more fortunate, for in its own province of
C,.tala it has obtainod the necessary support from I
private sources+-a proof of sincerity.

��RFr::.O CATALA" AT ALBERT

HALL.

In spite of the meagre audience, there was

no lack of enthusiasm at the Albert HalT last

night when the "Orfe6 Catala" of Barcelona gave

their second concert. Spanish part songs again
took up the greater part of the programme, such

as two Christmas songs and a cradle song,' and

very heautifully were they sung. It was not the

(;horal singing that we understand, however, made

up of broad, sweeping phrases, for Spanish
choral music IS too subtle and too mgen iaus fox

that. It is, indeed, this ramarkable subtlety of

effect, allied to an admirable conimand of ex­

pression, that has brought this fine choir suc­

cess and stamped their performance here with

such a favourable impressIOn. -

Another particularly attractive number given
last_.ni-gbt was the Catalan popular dance "-Cam·

prodon," performed by the Catalan Orchestra of

ten players. The native instruments used am a

miniature kettledrum, brass and wood wind, the

last being not unlike enlarged clarinets. The

tone may be raucous and reedy, and the whole

effect somewhat suggestive of bagpipes, but what

with the fa.scinating-lilt ·of the melody and splen­
did, swing of the rhythms employed,. the results

obtained were extremely exhilarating and easily
secured an encore. A word of praise is' due to

the young vocalist who sang the solo part in the

"Cradle Song" with much PUTity of tone arid

deep expression.
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A Spanish Choir In Londan.
A famous Spanish choir, "Orf'eo Oatela ,"

will appear In London on J'une 20, 22, and 2,L
It comprises 260 men, women, and children,
under the direction of the founder, Don Louis
Z\[il1et. Senor Pablo "CasaIs and Dona :Uaria,
Barientos will be associated with the. choir in
this their first appearance in London. 'l'hey
propose to -give two concerts in Paris on their
way to, London. The programmes of the three
concerts concain, besides Oatalan songs and

'ot-lle.r Spanish. music, Bach's "Singet dem
Herrn." (June 20), Richard Strauss's Hymn
foi" two choirs and the' 'Credo" of Palestrina's
Missa Papae Marcelli (June 22), and Handel's I
Ode f01" St. Cecilia's Day.'

England is to be visited by the Orfeo Catala
of Barcelona, a choral society which claims to

be the largest permanent choir in'Europe. They
are to appear at three concerts in the

. .iJbert,
B311, under the conductorship of Senor Don

I Lluis Millet. The famous 1'iI16'!}i§LsopI:ll.l'l
Senora Da Mirla:'''B;r-ri;-;;''t;;s:' �nci the violinist,
Senor Don Joan Manen, will take' part in the
concerts.
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fThe.' Ortao Cabala" a £amouli choir from,Bt1.rc�J
on, a, ga va the first of three conce-rfis atthe Albert Half ye,st.erday afternoon. It is '

hot a la�rge choir::£rom a British standpoint,but; it is l!iggeio than the madrigal choirs 01tbe North ofEngl�nd. The whole effect of!he voices has 8 character of its oWD,'.due,perhaps, to It., emplo;vm:ent 'If boy singers.,AIs0' t,h� curious'nasal pror1uction gave the<j\)ality �bf tone a" distiYldio)'l of 'its own.'I'he rm;>graml11e:- which, cOl1�istcd lUainly offolk songs with strongly defiJlf'd rbyt,hm, didligt call for.an.exhibition of the higharQualities of choral singing, but the songswore �ung with such ellergy and 'pi,c£uresque,ness that they'gav,e: a Lnudoll ,audi�nce anew musical sensation. Sei'io)· Millet, the'

('ollductor; may �e proud of the perfection towhich 118' has raised the singing of his choir.Sf'i'iora )IIaria Barrieulqs, a. soprano gi�tedwith It pretty voice, and
�

Seilor Mallen� a
,"iolillist of talent who is not' unknown toLondon, iUso performed at this cOllcert:


