Press Representative :
M. PETTINATI, LL.D.




A

BN
2

ot X
L

=
—

i ‘a1l LLVNLLLAd ‘I
o (Kavsoduay ) saoff) wopuoy : s0pjpjuaseIdaY, s2ig,

OF LAFYIS 1AF714 ‘g8

A e

‘€T LTV STIW F¥dd INVS Id YIHIVD
: YNOTADUVE ! (VNOTEDAVE H0)
APnng BInp UBTUBIEIRT)

'NOANOT ..'VNILLIdV.LI .. : ydvidsp29, d H G r“_.l q U .

L5l ALID ‘dueqdap g,






ROYAL ALBERT HALL.

Manager = HILTON CARTER.

THREE GREAT

Spanish CONCerts

JUNE 20, 22 & 24.

At 3 p.m. 8 p.n. 8 p.m.

First Appearance in England of the

ORFEO CATALA

From Barcelona (Spain),
Conductor - - Seiior Don LLUIS MILLET:

"The Most Famous Chorus in the World.

Under the Patronage of their Majesties the King and Queen of Spain, before whom they
have sung several times.

Supported by the CelebrateddSpanish Soprano,

Sefiora

AND ALSO BY

Sefior Don

The wide=world=Kknown Violinist.

Jllne of the Best London nruhestras wnll nlau nn June 24th.

Further particulars aill be announced in the Daily' Press.

Boxes, Grand Tier, 5 Guineas.  Loggias, 3 Gdineas.  Second Tier, 2 Guineas.

b Stalls, Reserved, 12/6 and 10/6. Arena, Reserved, 7/6.

Balcony, Reserved, 5/-, and Unreserved; 3/- Organ Gallery, 3/-

Orchestra, 2/6. Gallery, 2/-

‘I'f i e -H““" be obtained at the Albert Hall and ustial Agents, and of BLUE HALLS I-td Hammel‘smlth

ONAL & GENERAL ADVERTISING SERVICE, 88, FLEET STREET, E.C, For further Announcements see Press.
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(BARCELONA—SPAIN).
PALAU DE LA MUSICA CATALANA

GRUPO ESCULTORICO DE BLAY.
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There will be something of a new sensa-
1 for music-lovers this season, in the

ti

appearance of the celebrated ¢ Orfeo |

3

Catala * Choir of Barcelona, at the Albert
Hall, ‘on June 20, 92, and 24, The choir,
which numbers 400 voices, conducted by
Senor Don Lluis Millet, enjoys a great
reputation not only in its own country but

| in Franee, Ttaly and Germany. Richard
| Btrauss, Vincent d’'Indy, Saint-Saens and

othier well-known musicians have praised ite
performances in the highest terms. At the
st concert the choir will be heard in some
Catalonian popular songs, various pieces by
Spanish composers of to-day and of the 16th
century, and a Bach motett. They will
also sing tihe old English “Sumer is
cumen in.”'  Additional interest will be
given to the concerts by the appearance of
the celebrated Spanish soprano, Maria Bar.
rientos, and the violinist, Joan Manen.

H. C,

|
i

ORFEO CATALA.

—_—

| FAMOUS SPANISH CHOIR'S VISIT To

LONDON.,
famous “ Orfeo Catala” (1 of 400
H:;rré:(m;i. 15 eoming London,

iIree performances at the Albert

ine 20, 22, and 24. T will be con-

ed bv Sefior Don Lluis Millet, and supported
> great Spanish soprano Sefora Barnentos
/ Sefior Don Joan Manén, the \\'ell-k:.:owE-

t
I'he programme will consist of Catalan popu-
lar songs and original compositions, as wej] as
works of the early composers. noticeable amon

which is an English piece, “ Sumer i icumen 5
taken direct from a thirtecenth-century manuscn‘fn
i the British Museum.  Compositions by
Palestrina and various fifteenth and sixtéenth
century musicians, besides better-known Dleces |
by modern composers, are included in their re.

| pertoire.
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most interesting series of congerts will
start at the Albert Hall on Satufday week
(June 20). The four hundred memhers of
a leading Spanish choral society, the
'l' Orfeo l“.n ala,” are journeying to London
to give three concerts under the baton of
Senior Don Lluis Millet. The society is
said to be the largest permanent choir on
the Continent, and has already paid suc-
oessful s to France, Ttaly, and Ger-
many. Sefior Joan Manen, the Spanish vio-
linist, is ving at the first two concerts,
and Sefiora Barrientos, a leading Spanish
soprano, will also be eard during the series.
The society has the support and patronage
of the King and Queen of Spain.

ALLEGRO.

MUSICAL  NOTES

Famous Foreign Choirs for
London.

Two celebrated  Continental choral

| societies—the “ Orfeo Catala,” of Barcelona,

and the Swedish Notional Choeir—are to
make appearances here during this month.
The first-named choir, 400 voices strong, is
to give three concerts at the Albert Hall on
the 20th, 22nd, and 24th, the programmes
being mainly composed of Sp.mi‘si\ musice,
guite unknown here. At the first concert a
number of- Catalonian popular: gongs, and
compositions by = ancient and modern
Spanish writers will be sung, also the old

| English ““Sumer is icumen in ” and Bach’s

motet ** Sing ye to the Lord.”" Mlle. Bar-

| rientog, the well-known Spanish . operatic

soprano, will appear as solo vocalist.

The ohoir was founded in 1891, and has
made a great Teputation in recent years. It
bas been conducted by ~Richard Strauss,
Spint Saens, Colonné, Fauré, and other dis-
tinguished musicians, all: of whom have

raised it without reserve, ~ The * Orfeo

atala * has made tours in France and Ger-
many with grect success, but this will be its
first visit to England.

———— e

|
i
1




A SPANISH CHOIR: IN LONDON.
] Bl e S
[ A famous Spanish i
| appeor in London on Ju

pris 60 men, women, and ct n, under the direc-
| tion of the founder, Don Louis Millet.
Se Pablo Casals

Maria Barient
their L
propose to give two co

e associated with the ¢

» in London. Th
in Paris on their w;
of the three cc
and other Spa

| (June 20), Ri

 and the *“ C

ST

bes

erts contain,
mu Bach’s
hard Str
1o of Pal

Mis

E——

‘ Orfeo Catala,” will
and 24. It com-

’rts
vy to London., The programmes |
ides Catalan songs |
get dem Herrn ’
or two choirs
1 ( sa Papae Mar-
} celli (June 22), and Handel’s Cde for St. Cecilia’s Day

|

A SPANISH CHOIR IN LONDON.
e
A famous Spanish choir, * Orfeo Catala,” will
in London on Jume 20, 22, and 24. It com-
prises 260 men, women, and children, nnder the direc-
tion of the founder, Don Louis X
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Among those who.are going te assist in painting | -_--_.._ - .
the town red and yellow during the season is Of a different
[ S ; . 5 o I ¢ ot kKind w
| the Spanish Choral.Society, the " Orfeo Catala i will be three ff'f*hfommﬂ‘ Si

l)"iﬂ{Sh concerts

!u[ Barcelona. which has the direct support of the anneunced by tw Orfed Catala from Barcelona, who proclaim the

| King and Queen of Spain. The.Society has taken selves to be the most famous chorus in the w 4.’ s
the Albert Hall for a series of concerts on Satur- heard in a quantity of music, tly 'S iy They will be
day, June 20, and the following Monday and the famous old E ‘mo“ Pdﬂi‘*h [JLt Ii)tfuqu also
Wednesday. The choir “will*be" canducted by ; nous old English round, ““ Sumer i 1s icumen in,’’ and will hav

| Senor _Don Lnis Millet, and ‘the ’programme wii | Be assistance of Senora Barient 3G

e M 0s, Jd famous Spanish soprano, and
ane he well-known violinist. Also v
vill be the ‘nx(rjlal N s i
1e 1 National Choir from Stock}
: kholm
‘ grf‘ 1t reputation, Bt bGaSt

— e e e e 2 l

| be contributed to by the Spanish:soprano, Senora |
Donna Maria Barrientos, wha is declared by Leon-
cavillo to “ astound the nightingales of the |
forest,” and by Senor Don Joan Manen, violinist.
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SPANISH CONCERTS IN LONDOMN,

P
| .llnlnje concerts by tha Spanish choral society
| the Orfeo © Catala,” of

] Barcelona, - which- is
 claimed to be the ]a; T
Continent, ‘are to he

)i
permanent choir on tha
¢

Hall.

‘en soon at the Alhert
This will be the fivst. time that the scclety
{ which hag already made itself very popular not
I:n;)]j\' j]“ Spaia; but ml" ce, Italy, Germany
and ovher countries, makes an ap-ear Eny.
s, makes arance in FEny-
osh appear: n Eng
! + N " 3, it o +111
}')0 The Lh']»’- concerts will take place on June 20
%2 and" 24, ?:1::’1 the choir will be cenducted by
'i“:‘w Don Lluis Millet, who has had the privi
i 1ege of conducting before almost, all the crowned
{ heads of Europe.
_ The concerts will be assisted by the famous
Spanish soprano, ‘Senora, Da. Maria Bérrientos.
W !ulﬂ_th@ great violinist, Senor Don Joan '\.I'lne.:L
will also give a violin recital in the' fivst two con- |
certs. . S i
m .
The society has 400 menbars. ‘

Spanish Concerts.

T Spanish concerts will be given on
the afternoon of June 20, and the even-
ings of June 22 and 24, at the Albert Hall;
when the Orfeo Catala, o chorus from
Barcelona, Spain, will make their firss
appearance in Kngland, supported by
Seriora Barrientos, a Spanish soprano,
and Joan Manén, violinist. The orches-
tra will be conducted by Sefior Don
Duis Millet,




The famous Spanish “ Orfeo QCatala™ choir of
Barcelona are  coming to the Albert Hall
oa June 20th, l, and 24th. The choir
numbers 400 v and 1is wcondueted by
Senor Don Lluis M It has met with great
| stceess in France Italy, and Germany. Richard
Vincent D'Indy, Saint Saens, and other
well-known musicians have praised its perform-
ances in the highest terms. At the first concert
they will be heard in some Catalonian popular
songs, various pieces by Spanish composers of

to-day and of the sixteenth century, and a Bach
motet. They will also sing the old English “ Sumer |
i3 icumen in.” The celebrated Spanish seprano, |
Maria Barrintos, and the violinist, Joan Manen, |

| will also be heard.

Spanish Visitors.
ther touring choir is announced. The |
Uri_(_-o’_tlutula * choir of 400 voices, from |
Ba‘lcc]unu. will" zive three performances at the|
..\I 't ?‘Iall London, on June 20 and-succeedine |
f’ I\ l_! elr programme will include native son

! -inﬂi«'d:‘r and part-songs, in addition to work
by Palestrina and the earlje horal  compose

In-the list appears e i = z : :
e o lis t appears the Knglish 13th century piece

Yet a

famous
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The *‘Orfeo Catala,” a

Spanish choir, from Barcelona, will "ake its first |
appearance in England to-moerrow week and give three

concerts.

A Spanish’' Choir in TLoéndon.—A famous |
Spanish choir, ** Orfeo Catala,” will dppear _in'
London on 20th, 22nd, and 24th June. According
to the Times, it 260- men, women, and
children, unde tion of the founder, Don

is Millet. " Séfior Pablo Casals and Daia Maria

vill be ciated with the choir in this
r first appearance in London, They propose to
> Lwo.concerts in Paris on their way to London.
programmes of the three concerts contain,

3 lan songs and other Spanish music,
get dem Herrn > (20th Fune), Richard
mn_for two choirs, ‘and the * Credo ”
Missa Papz Marcelli' (22nd June),
s Ode for St. Cecilia’s Day,

ate
1

of "Pales

S —_— =
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A SPANISH CHORAL SOCIETY OF 400
PEOPLE AT THE ALBERT HALL.
The Albert Hall has been taken up tor a series of three

concerts ‘!J_\' the .\'p.mi«'h Choral S n‘it-l_\.'. the ‘‘ Orteo

Catala ”’ of Barcelona, which is claimed to be the largest

permanent choir on the Continent. :

The Orfeo Catala has the direct support of their
Majesties the King and Queen of Spain, and this will be
the first time the Society, which has already made itself
very popular not only in Spain, but in France, Italy,
and Germany, makes an appearance in England.

The three concerts will take place on Saturday next,
June zoth, Monday 22nd, and Wednesday 24th, and the
choir will be conducted by Seior Don Lluis Millet, who
has had the privilege of conducting before almost all the

crowned heads of Europe.

The concerts will be assisted by the famous Spanish
soprano, Sefiora Da. Maria Barrientos, whom Puccini
calls “ The Oueen of Song,” and Leoncavello declares
her to ‘“,astound the nightingales of the forest.”

The great violinist, Sefior Don Joan Manen, will also
oive a !tw'iff'] at the first two concerts. Tickets for
these concerts will range from 2s. to £5
which may be booked in advance, will be sold at the
Albert Hall and by the usual agents.

5s., and these,
1
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? TWO FOREIGN CHOIRS.
[ I 'he rmin of mor 1] music we are shortly to
[ which report speaks 557 4 ~T )
bu.ud National v o e ) R & ~ |
| f bs ago. Tt is, L/ A AA U A g ;
| not the same (hr: r from the' Northern / :
| - that visited 1 e other e e
ar a, & choir of which Mr. 2 /
poke to me in the highest terms a short time ‘ Eass e ; v Ead

‘The annual eoncert of the Catala (‘ri'eal
Choir, of Barcelona, will take place ab the |
All I next Saturday, when Mlle,
the Spanish operatic soprane,

I think, he had conducted a concert in
in which they took part. The Orfeo,
I believe was a constant attendant
r festival, seems to be a society-!

tozether for the sheer love of choral musie, I
after the day's ; |
ms a great y that at their
‘h,ro are to be three, on June 20,
the Orfeo Catala could not have been
from Madrid, whose
5 > was a great attempt
to bring this orchestra, Wh]cu enjoys a fine fame
I in its own country, over to London a year ago, when |
y ‘appeared in Paris, for, if I recollect
1e necessary funds were forthcomin But |
found impossible to find a hall for their per- |
srmance at the precise moment at which they could !
red here. I

come
-h as our \“.-f-.m-n ('g\

nd. 2

d by

'l

he Re

y

have appear




We are soon to be visited by the Orfeo
Catala of Barcelona, a choral society which
claims to be the largest permanent choir in

Europe. They are to appear at three con-'

certs in the Albert Hall this month, under the
conductorship of Senor Don Lluis Millet. The
famous Spanish soprano, Senora Da Maria
Barrientos, and the violinist, Senor Don Joan
Manen, will take part in the concerts.

] £ 8

- e el

The famous “Orfeo Catala ” Choir of 400 . SRR
yoices, from EBarcelona, is coming to ;

London, and will give three performances
at the Albert Hall on June 20522, and 24. !
It will be conducted by Senor Don  Lluis
Millet, and supported by the great Spanish
scprano, Senora Barrientos,and by Senor
Don Joan Manen, the well-known violinist, |
The programme will consist of Catalan
popular songs and original compositions, as
well as works of the early composers,
noticeable amcng which is an English
piece, “Summer is icumen,” taken direect
from a Thirteenth Century manuscript in
the British Musenm. Compositions by
Palestrina and various Fifteenth and
Sixteenth Century musicians, besides
better-known pieces by modern composers,
are included in their repertoire.



SPANISH CHORA L SOCIETY, The * Orfeo Catala.”
T B - . SEmEEES e On Sni’{]r(l:l,\'. ilum\ ?ﬂ, a!nd m]]the follov,i-
16 Albert H: e | ing Monday and Wednegday, the Spanish
up for a “i'i'iu-.ifnip;'“f}a};;.l: cg?e“ ‘ta-ken ' Choral Society, the * Orfen Catala,” of Bar-
the Spanish chor R \-me]t‘g by celona, which is claimed to be the largest
“Orfeo Catalg” of H’D(I;Pty’ the choir on the Continent, will make its first
| ¥hich is claimed to be I arcelona, appearance in England at the Albert Hall,
choir on the Continent © *ue largens having already made itself very popular
The three concerts will tak in France, Italy, Germany, and other coun-
ot Saturday, June 20, M ]‘l i f,’f""‘”g tries. The choir will be conducted by Sefior
| and Wednesday, 24tk Oé" Y, 2ind, Don Luis Millet, and will be assisted by the
| will be conducted by Sas It).:n choir famous Spanish soprano Sefiora Da Maria
Millet, who has had ‘1"1‘20;14"01'}1] Lu”é \ Barrientos, 1\'Il(imIPl:(-c1m ('ﬁ]as ‘1 ﬂie Queg;:n
conducting befora ek eLrof of Song” and Teoncavallo declares to
C-"U\\'mxrluili’g;,(;)c,"IU(;'I% ?Elno;t LAl the | £ ﬂﬁ{mlIL‘:(l the nightingales of the forest,”
certs will be assic urope. = The con- } The violinist Seior Don Joan Manen® will
o assisted by the famous also give a violin recital in the first two

|

g W I
»Pjtim‘l‘i'l.?u‘ soprano, Sefiora Da Maria o
sarriento | ini ca el
Bar S, whom  Puyecini lig
i e £ » - : V . |
48 Queen of Song.” Y 4
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the programme

British Museum.

The famous “ Orfeo Catalie ” Choir of 4
from Barcelona will give the first of %
concerts at the Albert Hall «
Senor Luis Millet will condy
Barrientos,
rano, and Senor Joan Mamé
violindst ;
Catalan popular songs and o
as well as works of the old e
[an English piece,

manuseript

the soloists will
leading
the w.
will
ginal compositions,
omposers, including
Sumer is icumen,”
thirteenth-century

» Catala,” a choir of
1 give the first
June 20, next Saturday
rt Hall.

Spain, v
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| T believe zlmi, the fortheoming visit Catala, which is said 10 be e ———
of the  Orfeo Catala’ Choral Soc iety permanent choir on the Con- | B
for a series ut Lum\rta at the Albert tinent, has engaged the Albert Hall for
: ; ;
T[.uf will 'k the 15100 npon three concerts, the first of which takes place
large S ical body on Saturday next. Some four hundred

strong, the choir—a S

lIuH performed in [ The chaoir, voi vanish organi-

which numbers 400 voices, has won a sation—has sung in France, ltaly, and Ger-

high reputation on the Continent, and many. The conduetor is Senor Lluis Millet,

its advent to this country cannot fail and the soloists —vocal and instrumental—

i R nml Tt B tera: = #re - Senora Maria Barrientos and Senor
- Joan Manan,




SATURDAY.—The Orfeé Catala, Sefior Millet's
choir from Barcelona, will give its first London

programme (Albert Hall, 3), singing a quantity of |

a cappella Spanish music, the English tota * Sumer
is icumen in,” and Bach's ‘‘ Singet dem Herrn.”

g engage




SPANISH CHOIR FOR LONDON. ~ ) )

PARIS, Wednesday. & ¢ o i /
The celebrated Barcelons choir, the ““Orfea ; / ;
€Catalan,” which has been giving a successful A famous Spanish choir, “Orfeo Catala,” will  ~—————

series of concerts in Paris, left here at 10:50 appear in London on June 20, 22 and 24. It com-

this morning by special train for Calais, on prises 250 men, women, and children, under the

their way to London. The prinecipal members direction of the founder, Don Louis Millet.

of the Spanish colony and a large number of | = e

friends assembled at the station to see them

oft.-—Reuter.
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“ = teresting concerts this week mention m
After giving a series of concerts in Paris, the serieg devoted to the
S ,‘!;1;,‘.':;; Spanish choir, the Orphea Cata-
lan, left for London to-day.

ay be made of
music of Gabrie] Faurg,
by M. Lortat, of that of Mite.
riday, and the first appearance
the famoug Spanish choir, on

which are being given
Frieda Hempe] on F
; of the Orfed Catalg,

A Satlzrday.




™ /
] | / |
E R R { / 3
/ < { ¢ / ( Y77 4
| S ! L S b -{ !
/
e » e

Theé appearance of the Spanish ¢ Orfeo
Catala’’ Choir, of Barceiona, at the Albert
| Hall this aftcrnoor should prove remark-
| able. The choir, of 400 voices, Eang in
| Paris a few days n

go with the greatest

| success. Their programme to-day includes |
Catalonian popular songs, original composi- |

{ tions. by Spanish write ancient and
modern, and some violin pieces by Senor
Tanen. The  appearance of Mile.
.Barrientos, the  well-known  operatic
| soprano, will also add interest to the con-
|

j-cert.

R L
To-morrow the
Orfeo Catala, the Barcelona Choir, which it is claimed
is one of the largest permanent choral forces in the
world, makes its appearance at the Royal Albert Hall.
It will give three concerts in all, Saturday, Monday,
and Wednesday, and the programmes will be varied by
songs by Sefiora Barrientos, and violin solos by Sefior
Maden.




Senora Da Maria Barrientos, the eminent

singer of the Orfeo Catala which is giving

a series of three concerts at the Albert Hall
on June 20th, 22nd and 24th,
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On Saturday, June 20, and on the following Monday
and '\\'cdn(':-s(lzly, the Spanish
A MUSICAL Choral ~ Society, the ** Orfeo
TREAT. Catala,” of Barcelona, which
is claimed to be the largest
choir on the Continent, will make its first appearance
in England at the Albert Hall, having already made
itself very popular in France, Italy, Germany, and
other countries. The choir will be conducted by
Senor Don Luis Millet, and will be assisted by the
famous Spanish soprano Senora Da Maria Barrientos,
whom Puccini calls * the Queen of Song” and Leon-
cavallo declares to ‘‘ astound the nightingales of the
forest.” The violinist Senor Don Juan Manen will
also give a violin recital in the first two concerts,

N/

* * B

The appearance of the Spanish *Orfeo
Catala >’ Choir, of Barceiona, at the Albert
Hall this afternoon should prove remark-
able. The choir, of 400 voices, sang in
Paris ‘a few days ago with the greatest
success. Their programme to-day includes
Catalonian popular songs, original composi-
tions by OSpanish writers,® ancient and
modern, and some violin pieces by Senor

Manen. The appearance of Mlle.
| Barrientos,  the well-known  operatic
| soprano, will also add interest to the con-

cert.
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SPANISH CHOIR AT THE

ALBERT HALL. THE i\'H_\_’lll. "\H“'T]' Ha“, 11.;1>j

been taken for a series of three

concerts to_be given by the

Monday will be 8 ‘ Chaliapine S s LD AR J
Night” at Drury Lane, when he will be .]wm(i ﬁrl)dlllhh ( lm:dl Scciety (ot 400
in * Prince Igor.,” Tuesday sees the pro- singers), the ‘“ Orfeo Catala of
duction of “La Tégende de Joseph,” with Barcelona. The Society has the
1)1 ll'h:m]ui:{"f :md“_“ 1 aptlions z *"]’\1.(‘%“ ,ihe direct support of Their Majesties

while Ior ednesday °° Coc r’2 38 & TR
to be repeated, associated wit (Ll“(l);\.raimis the King and Queen of Spain.
et Chlod.” 5 he concerts will take place on
. The arrangements for the immediate Saturday, June 2o0th, Monday,
}lui'u(]m U}"{fm L“]“d]m inclvde * Obello June 22nd, and Wednesday,
o-night), “Manon Lescau Monday) E : ] i e

Un Ballo in Mase 1‘!“1(1(” : }[‘p.u:i ,T\—]_l(“]j\-]-' June 2z4th, and the ‘d‘mn will
Mme. Destinn and Signor Caruso),  Pellé be conducted by Sefior Don

Lluis Millet. A very well

3 (“ !‘dll‘:ﬂl.l\ ) and. “La
known violinist, Sefior Manen,

jill ;H.\‘ia{ while good reports
bout the singing of

l' lhel{' Hall there is the
first of the Hn'(-o great “Spanish Concerts ™
given by the Barcelona choir known as the

“Ul‘h’o Catala.” \lnnd‘w and W ednesday Sefiora D« Maria Barrientos

next have been chosen for the remaining soprano) One of the choral

performances, each. of \\hinh opens with the e the 2otl ; ill be

o J{\'mn of the Orfeo Catala” (El Cant dela numbers o0 the ‘7)1 5 E S Py

) ¢ Qumer is icumen in,”’ which 1is

; an interesting coincidence that the perhaps the oldest (\M‘lll’]“ of

t of the Sy sh choir comes in the same English po lyp honic music
inghs

the wvisit of the BSwedis

to the White City, to

i
week that sees
National Choir

known.

nothing of Friday’s great Italian concert
| the Queen’s Hall (given under the Ambas-
sador’s patronage, “ta help. various Italian
lmu‘lm in Tondon)., -~




. e
The celebrated Barcelona choir, the Crfeo
Catalan,”” which has been . Biving a successful
series of concerts in Paris, is now visiting I.ome
don,

- After giving
| the famous {

lan, left for ]

nish choir, the

ondon to-day.

eries of concerts in Pari

Orphea Ca
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( O =7 | . To-night at the Albert Hall thers is the
s : first of the three great “Spanish Concerts
( ——————————— | glven by the Barcelona choir known as the
-- s . . : 3 ‘Orfeo Catala.” Monday and Wednesday
Two foreign choirs, each of \l’-hl(‘.h: me‘sn.d next have heen chosen for the remaining
to be recognised musical forces in their respec- performances, each of which opens with the
tive countries—the Bpanish Orfeo Catala ::!}d * Hymn of the Orfeo Catala* (El Cant dela
the Swedish national choir—will be heard in Senyera). i
London during the next few days. The former It is an interesting coincidence that the
- h = Hall this sfternoon. and the visit of the Spanish cheir comes in the same
is at the Alberlt Hal el Bl week that sees the visit of the Swedish
latter at Queen’s HHall on Tuesday afterncon. National Choir to the White City, to say

nothing of Friday’s great Italian concert at
the Queen’s Hall (given under the Ambas-
sador’s patronage, to help various Italian
charities in London), The Swedish Choir
(whose president is the Crown Prince) is to
give a special concert at the White City on
Tuesday next, starting af 10 p.m.
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) ORFEO CATALA.
SENORA DA Marta BARRIENTOS, the eminent singer; principal
interpreter of the great composition, ** Oda Ceciliana,” by
Handel. Puccini calls her “the Queen of Song ”; Massenet,
““the Divinest and Most Marvellous Voice ; Leoncavello,
“the Rival of the INightingales.”
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0 Catala ("uum-rt at the Royal Albert Hall On Monday evening the Orfeg Catala pro-
vening, in addition to Cathalan Popular gramme opens with the hymn of the Orfed
\“mﬁ. : Original ( ompositions, Handel's * Oda Catala and includes Cathalan Popular Songs, Original
-( 5 I be performed. The soloists taking part e Compositions, the Credo of
iIl‘ nora Maria Barnentos. Herr I;lumﬁ'q‘_- A. the Mass ]’:1]{{: Mar-
Walter (tenor), Senor Don Vicents Ma de Gi ibert (organist), celli” a sixteenth - cen -
and Senor Don Blai Ne t (cembalo). tury composition, in ad-

dition to other choral and
solo items.
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MUSIC IN LONDON.

This afternoon the Spanish Choral Saocie ty, the * Orfe,
Catala” of Barcelona, the largest and most famous
choir on the Continent,
and which has a building
in Barcelona built Sp ecially
for its accommod: ition, \\1]]
give a grand concert at the
J\n'\ al \”«Il Hall. It will
be the choir's first .l}’]lf ar-
ance in England, Ihey
have arranged to give two
turther concerts during
their visit, and these will be
held at the same hall on
Monday and Wednesday
evenings, TYune 2znd and
24th. On  each  cceasion
the choir will be conducted
by Sefior Don Lluis Millet
and assisted by Sefiora Da

Maria Barrientos, the
eminent Spanish coprano
whom Puccini calls *“ Tle

Queen of Song,” and Ieor-
cavallo declares ‘“ astounds
the nightingales of the
forest.”” The first two con-
certs—1.e., this afternoon
and Monday evening— will
also have the assistance of
Sefior Don  Joan Manén,
the well-known Spanish
violinist. The programme
for this afternoon’s ¢ oncert,
which opens  with the
Hymn of the Orfep Catali
by Millet, - includes &
number of Cathalan popu-
lar songs and o riginal com-

pmmnm the XIITth Cen-

tury English com }"wlll( n

“ Sumer is jc umen in, "’ 1].(
MSS. of which is In the
British Museum : the An-
cellada (Song of Birds), the
Ave Maria (four voices)
and a motetto for eight
voices, by J. S. Bach.




SENORA DA MARIA BARRIENTOS,
The eminent 8panish Soprano, and principal interpreter of
Handel’s Oda Ceciliana, appearing at the Royal Albert Hall
with the Spanish Choral Society, the Orfeo Catala, this
afternoon, and on Monday and Wednesday evenings next.




MLLE. BARRIENTOS.

The famous Spanish soprano who is
appearing at the Albert Hall this
afternoon.
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ALBERT HALL CONCERT.

L e ne eh "y

m ‘‘Hamlet” with
is a Coloratura

S and moat unusual
* Don Joan Manén

sweetness of

played Mendelsso! werto. Mr., Camilieri

skt tral Dieces
conducted the orchestral pieces.

SPANISH CONCERTS.
To-morrow, the secomd of a series
{of three concerts will be given at the

Albert Mall by the Spanish Choral
Society, the Orfeo Catala of Bar-
celona, which, consisting of 400
[ voices, claims to be the largest choir
on the Continent. Senor Don Lluis
Miliet will conduct, and the famous
soprano, Senora Da Maria Barrientos
and Senor Don Joan Mamen, the
eminent violinist, will appear. A
third concert will be given on
Wednesday.




YESTERDAY’S CONCERTS.
A SPANISH CHOIR AT ALBERT HALL.

LONDONERS.GO seldom hear Spanish music and artists
that exceptional interest attached to the concert given
yesterday at the Albert Hall by the Orféo Catala, of
arcelona. This choral society is practically the out-
come of the labours of Mr. Lluis Millet, a musician of
high aims, and evidently a skilful choral conductor. The
soclety was founded in 1891, and has grown from twenty-
eight members to over two hundred and fifty, who gave the
concert yesterday. The platform presented a picturesque
appearance, the ladies being dressed in white with white |
lace mantillas on their heads. The male choristers stood closs
together in Continental fashion. The ensemble in loud
passages was hard and nasal, but this defect was less
noticeable when singing softly, particularly when the
women were heard alone. One of the conductor's aims
being to encourage his nation’s music, all the part songs
yesterday were of Spanish origin. The programme opened
with the hymn of the Orféo Catald, a solidly-written
composition by Mr. Milleb. Of subsequent pieces * The
Nightingale,” in six parts, by Serracant, proved particularly
charming; ‘“The Three Drummers,” in five parts, by
Lambert, had a touch of the barbaric. It was sung chiefly
by mals voices, and proved so effective that it was encored.
In ““The Song of Birds,”” also by Mr. Millet, the solo part
was rendered with great charm by Mme: Maria Barrientos.
This lady has a sweet-toned soprano veice of delightfully
fresh and pure quality, which she used with notable vocal
gkill. She also sang in an *‘ Elegy,”” by Granados, in a most
finished manner. A specially characteristic piece was a
popular dance song by Cumellas Ribo. The enjoyment of the
concert was increased by the brilliant and sympathetic
playing by Mr. Mafien in Mendelssohn’s violin concerto. The
Orfén Catald gives a second concert to-morrow evening. J




YESTERDAY’S u) (H{'M j
N

A SPANISH CHOIR, 1

Even the announcement that the ‘‘most |
famous chorus in the w rld* was to make 118
first um.n;wrunm: in 1 and did not result in
more than a spars atiendance at the Albert
Hall = yesterday afternoon, Without quite
1|~\.|u111<r g0 inflated a (lm«;“i]\tum. it may at
id that the Orfed ( i dese
uller recognition at the two concerts which
re to be given to-morrow and on Wednesday
in the same hall, Formed originally with the
object of re: iving popular and  religious
musjc, the choir seems to have made a high

putation for itself in its mative city @ of
Barcelona. Perhaps that preliminary des-
gription had led one to ex xpect too much, but
it must be confessed that, to English ears, ab
[hny rate, the tone of these singers is not re-
narkable for quality, while the balance also
en mone' of tlie best. The attraction of
[ v work lies rather in its | vitality and the
teady response shown to the nuviuq of ex-
pression a.mn,lmh:i of them by their con-|
luctor, Sefor Don Llus Millet. In' the |
hatter of technique, indee d, they have little |
ko fear in un']).uwm with m‘u'l well- an\'ui
khoirs, and even if the constant use of l’,ui.u’m}
fermée facts, both in the folk-music and in |
compositi by Noguera, Granados, and
Nicolau, la-ml e rather l.m ome after a time,
there could be no l!m-at ion of the skill with
which the device was carried oub. It made, |
lfor | instance, & flmlnmw background 'to the |
beantifully refined singing of Bignora Maria |
Barrientos in the solo part {\F (|1un ydos’
!“]'lh-;_'ia Tterna,”’ while very impret
[the - suggestion  of tolling bells 'in Nicolai
cDeath of the Choir Boy''—8& composi
tion,' by the way, of decided] y more musical |
walue than its title would nupl\. In the |
second 'part of the programme Sefior Joan |
Manén was mrom]mim'd by the New Bym-|
phony Orch a, under "'sll"n\’.:l L. L.\m\hml.l

in a remarkably immhe(i performance of |

r]

is of

Mendelssohn’s ~ Vielin = ‘Coneerto, Signora
Barrientos sang.  the Mad  Scene  from |
[« Hamlet,” and a graceful tribute to the be- |
|ginnings ‘of English music was paid by the
-mc-‘n‘.mn of the ancient '%Sumer is 1ulmon1
in.’




YESTERDAY’S CONCERTS.

THE ORFEO CATALA.

The first of a series of three concerts ar-
ranged at the Albert Hall for the “ Orfed
Catala,” a choir with a great reputation from
Barcelona, was given yesterday afternoon
before an audience that could have been con-
veniently accommodated in g more reasonably
sized building. At a rough computation, the
choir numbers something under 200 members,
and has evidently heen well trained, although
the greater part of the programme did not
severely tax the higher =musical faculties,
mainly consisting of folk songs and popular
themes with well-defined rhythmical outlines
and melodies that almost looked after them-
selves.  Of such quality were the (athalan
popular songs, ‘‘ Sota de I'Olm,” by Morera,
“ Kl Rossinyol,”’ by Mas i Serracent, ““ Kl tres
tambors,” by Lambert, and “ L’hereu Riera,”’
by Cumellas Ribé. Some of these had their
simple melodies accompanied bouches fermées
rather cheaply, but, generally speaking, the
harmonies were well arranged and the progress
of the parts excellently considered as a means
to effect.

Recently one has had reason to appreciate
the fact that a language, especially in dealing
with a large body of singers, seriously affects
the quality of the sound. A Russian chorus,
for one thing, is like no other in the world,
and to. judge by the Orfes Catala, a Spanish
choir has also’ its own particular flavour.
Whether the mixture of boys’ voices was re-
sponsible for the effect is difficult to say, but
the altos certainly appeared to be using a chest
quality of %oice in the medium register that
gave the inner parts a very pungent pre-
dominance, and throughout the choir a mnasal
preduction appeared general. Yet when Mme,
Maria Barrientos, a very charming and ex.
pressive singer, joined the choir in  Millet’s
““ El cant dels aucells,” it was perfectly evident
the Spanish language was not responsible for
| | the twang. :
| If‘uyther concerts will be given in the same
building. on  to.morrow and . Wednesday
evenings,




Among the visitors to the concert at the Albert
Hall, ' London, on Saturday afternoon, given by the
Spanish singers from Barcelona (the Orfeo Catala) were
Princess Henry of Battenberg, the Duchess of Albany,
the Duchess of Saxo—(}nburgr('mha, the  Spanish Am-
bassador, and the Spanish Consul,

A SPANLSH CHOLR IN LONDON

———

(FroM our Loxpox CoRRESPONDENT.)
London is being = visited by the Barcelona Orfeo
Catala, who gave their initial col t on  Saturday
atternoon ut the Albert Hall, The Society was founded
by the present conductor, Mr. Liuis Millet, in 1891, one
of the chief objects being to increase appreciation of

Spanish native vocal talent and encourage native cons
posers.  Of late years the choir have heen so successful
that they are now lodged in'their own housey which
includes & large concert hall with o seating capacity of
2,600, a rehearsal room, and two libraries. a substantial
witness of success that is calenlated to excite the envy
of many British choral conductors,  The present meimns
bership consists of 260 m 0, women, and children, and,
|| apparently, the entive body appeared on Sat urday aftera
noon at Kensington. Assembled on the great orchestrin
the choir presenited a picturesque a ppearance.  The
combined tone in forte passages was decide dly nazal and
hard. ' The'bass voices lacked resonance, buf the tenors
pranos, except when forcing theie

© good, and the ;
y which they were inclined to do, had a ple:
fresh tone.  The concert chiefly cousisted of a nunibier of
'ts by Spanish composers,

81

songs in four, five, and six pé
Among the 'most characteristic were ** The Nightin.
gale,” by Serracant, which was sung with ' delightful
delicacy. . “ The Thirec Drummers,” chiefly for mala
voices, ' given with - grear, spirit and encored; and a
Christmas song by the ‘conductor,| Mr. Millet. Mime.,
Maria. Barrientos, the possessor of a musical and pure
SOPrano voice, sang with great taste and charm. This
lady was subsequently heard in an i iportant solo part

of an elegy by Granados, The concert’ also . included
Mendelssohn’s - violin concert 0, .in which Mr. Joan
Manen played with purity of tone and. brilliance, SUpa
ported by the New Symphony Orchestra, conducted by
Mr, Camilieri. The Society will give other concerts ‘oa
torday and on Wednesday.
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CONCERT PLATFORM,
SPANISH CHOIR AT ALBZRT
HALL.

| “ORFZ0 CATALA.”

With 2ll the foreign musical literature that is
now flooding cur concert halls and opera houses,
{1t 15 strange that Spain—the land of serenade, |
dance, and song—is not more fully represented.
Thanks, however, to the * Orfeé Catala” of Bar-
celona we shall now be enabled to make a closer
acquaintance with Bpanish ehoral music heard
at 1ts best, for the choir has been enterprising
enougil to visit this country with the object of
giving three concerts, the first of which took
vlace on Baturday at the Albert Hail. The per-
formance was an unusually good one. The
quality of tone is peculiar in being nasal rather
an resonant. This, however, is well suited to the
choir’s methods, seeing that most of their efforts
weres confined to humming, especizlly when
accompanying the soloist, Nearly every number
on the programme was of a melancholy nature,
but eachh contuained a rare beauty and charm of
its own. Admirable vocal control was displayed
throughout the concert, to prove which it is only
needful to mention the humming accompaniment
in “ The Nightingale’ and “ The Song of Birds,”
the languorous character of *“The Siesta,’” and
“The Death of the Choir Boy,”” where a particu-
larly good impression of a tolling bell was given
by thie basses striking a low note at odd intervals.
Maria Barrientos was the vocalist. Her soprano
| voice is of a remarkably sweet and rare quality,
and, like the choir, she was at her best when
singing ‘‘ mezza voce.” Sefior Don Lluis Millet
| eonducted skilfully and with every attention
toward legitimate expression.

Later on Seiior Don Joan Manén gave a musi-
cianly . reading of the Mendelssohn violin con-
certo, accompanied by the New Symphony
Orchestra, Among the audience was Princess
Henry of Battenberg, who was present in the
royal box.




SATURDAY’S CONCERTS.

A
THE ORFEO CATALA.

———as

| At the Albert Hall the Orfed Catali gave

lthu first of three concerts on Saturday after.
fnoon. It is a. choral society hailing from
| Barcelona, and consisting apparently of some
| two hundred members, The standard of
| vocal ability is high, though not such as to
[ make our own similas organizations feap a
| comparison, The quality of the aggregate
[ tone produced {s peculiar,  Apart from the
[ boys introduced to strengthen the alto regis-
[ ter, the male element is not so refined as the
{| women's voices, with which it therefore
“!l)l’.:lit‘l&i imperfectly,  Add o that a pre-
(| dominantly nasal resonance, and the resyle
[ has a somewhat unpolished character, Yet
Ilit possesses an attractive twang which, not
[ unnaturally, seemed admirably suited to the
rendering ‘of the native music, Te hear
| this choir sing Catalan folk-songs is a new
| expetience, and it is to be hoped that more
{ Londoners will desire to taste it than were
present on Saturday,
The solist, Sra. Maria Barrientos, is a
remarkable coloratura singer with a voice
| of very musical quality. She sang the mad
’scene from “ Hamlet */ to the accompaniment
of the New Symphony Orchestra, and proved
herself possessed of ‘all the afjility required
by the music, Sefior Joan Manén played the

Mendelssohn Violin Concerto,

The orchestra was conducted by Signor L,
Camilieri, and the choir by its organizer,
Sefior Lluis Millet, who ‘deserves great
|.credit for having brought it to its present
high level of efficiency,

L

&




SPANISH CHOIR AT THE
ALBERT HALL,

The Orfeé Catala, a Spanish-choir from
Barcelona, gave a very interesting concert,
fnn Saturday at the Albert Hall. They
[r-‘au;:, amongst other things, a number of
|Spanish popular songs, which gave one a
(fair idea of the charm of their national
music. Tt is really curious how little is
(known in the world of Spanish musie,
considering that no one who has spent a
day on Spanish soil would tail to realige
{what a part music has in the life of the
'pz':opr’. Sarasate has shown some aspects
of it, but the best known example of
| Spanish music is still one composed by a
I Frenchman—we allude, of course, to “Car-
men.*”’ The chief merits of the Orfes
Catald’s performance are a stern djs.
cipline and extremely effective high
colours. Whatever demanded force, im-
[ petus, or their opposite, great raptness and
|lF“ir~r‘ was admirably sung, But in Eng-
!I:m(’f. where the art of choral singing is
cultivated to o degree Continentak people
’N:’l(lﬂnl realise, there is a bias in favour
ic-:‘ mellowness, delicacy, and beauty of
| tone, which on Saturday seemed beyond
!r]“\ power of the Spanish choir to achieve,
| How far brilliance of execution may he
considered to counterbalance the waint of
these qualities must be up to a certain
point a matter of individual taste, And
perhaps the ideal choir ought to combine
| the merits of hot but the ideal choir
| has yet to he discovered ; and, at any rate,
any choir showing certain qualities to the

|

best advantasze lhas a right to serioys
sideration. For sheer brilliant execution
we have heard few choira which can he
compared to the Orfe6 Catali. Thers
were also some capital songs and solos,

¢on-




RIS N b R
ORFEO CATALA.

FAMOUS SPANISH CHOIR AT THE
ALBERT HALL.

The Orfeé Catala, of Barcelona, which was
heard for the first time in London af the Albert
Hall on Saturday, is a remarkable organisation of
a kind hardly associated in the ordinary way
with Spain, which is scarcely thought of much by
most in connexion with choral singing, vet this
Catalonian Choral Society must be reckoned in
| some respects one of the most notable in existence,

How many others, for instance. can boast (he
possession of a fine permanent lmii(]ing' of their
own,. such as the Palau de la Musica Catalana,
| with its libraries, board-room, concert-halls, &c..
in which the Orfed Catala has its home? And
how many, again, have performed under condue.
| tors of such note as Strauss, Vincent d’'Indyv,
Saint-Saéns, and the many other famous musie-
ians who havedirected the performances of the
| Orfed Catald?  Certainly few, if any.  Yet the
| society “is not one of very old standmg, having
been founded only in 1891, and for some time
it numbered only a score or so of members.

Within the last quarter of a century, however,
there has beea, it would appear, 'a remarkable
artistic and intellectual renaissance in Catalonia,
and' ‘the Orfeé Catala has been . not the least
imiportant outcome of this national reawakening.
Composed mainly of working-class members, the
Choir has gone on under the stimulnling personal-
ity of its conductor, Lluis Millet, from strength
ty strength; and (_‘r‘l.‘minl\' its singing on Saturdav
in a number of Spanish F:;]k-f—;(mgs, part-songs, and
the like afforded convincing proof of the fine work
of ‘which it is capable.

Some excellent solo singing of Sefiora Maria
Barrientos was another enjoyable feature of the
I;l[:wnnrm's doings, while an instrumental jtem
was. Mendelssohn's violin concerto, with Sefiar
Manén’ as a brilliant soloist—the orchestra being
the: New S_\'mphon}' and  the conductor Signor
Camilieri.

I} _
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THE “ORFEO CATALA * OFII

BARCELONA., |

Although the statement that the Orfes’
Catata, of Barcelona, ig ¢ the most famous
and largest permanent choir in the world 7’
i3 open to question, that they are &
thoroughly capable body of singers, formed
for the pPurpose | of reviving religious and
Popular musie, is not for & moment to be
doubted after hearing them at the first of
three concerts that took place at the Albert;
Hall on Saturday afternoon. Instead of the
warm, rich voices that one might have ex-
rected, the quality of tone is nclined to be
nasal ; this, however, made quite a pleaging
background when accompanying the soloist;,
as they did, in the shape of subdued hum-
ming,

Another feature of the performance on
| Baturday was the remarkable command of
| vocal technique, sveh as sudden gradations
{ of tome, curious rhythms, and unexpected:
| cadences, which spoke eloquently of the con-
f trol exercised by their conductor, Sefior

|Lluis Millet, In a group of « Cathalan Popu-
(' lar Songs ’ apg « Original Oompositions,”
ffmearly all of 5 me]aucholy, though striking,
| beauty none ‘wag made more distinctive in
| refinement and artistry than the ¢ Nightin-
|gale ”’ and “ The Sorz of Birds > Noguera’s
| Siesta,” and Granados’® Eterng] Elegy.
| These examples, all of them deserving »
close. intimacy, proved ncontestably that the
Powers of the Orfeq Cataly have reached o
high level of efficiency, Senors, Marig, Bar-
r1entos was the soloist in several of the songs,
and by the Sweetness and purity of hey sing-
ing displayed 1 Soprano voice of cxceptional?
| pleasing character, Sefior Joan Manén alsp
i fevealed sound musicianship in his perform-
|ance of : Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto,
iaccompamed by  the New Symphony
chestra,

———
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THE ORFEO CATALA.

Famous in Spain as the * Orfe6 Catala” the Cata-
lonian Choral Society of Barcelona, gave the first of
three concerts at the Albert Hall on Saturday after-
noon. Choral musie, as it is understood in this coun-

try, formed no part of the programme, which was |

made up of national song
form, written for four, five, or six voices, and for the
»d to be picturesque in effect. In

most part desig
a technical sense the singing was good, though the tone
was strange rather than impressive. The primitive
y included the humming of ‘the keynote and its
luctor,  Sefior Millet, who
r was admirable. The dis-
was interestir The ladies, all
wearing white mantillas, sat close grouped
around the conductor, while the men stood surround-

ing them. Some subtle vocal effects were obtained
in a descriptive way, but the ear waited in vain for
gomething chorally strong and arresting. Sefior

were the violin and

Manen and Signora Barrien
vocal soloists respectiv The former London
already knew as a distinguished player. The latter
proved a soprano of brilliant attainments. The re-
maining concerts will be given to-night and Wednes-
day evening, %

s and compositions, kindred in |

ri
UL

Royalty at a Concert.

Among the visitors to the concert at the Albert
Hall on Saturday afternoon given by the Spanish
singers from Barcelona (the Orfeo Catala) were
Princess Henry of Battenberg, the Duchess of
Albany, the Duchess of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, the
Spanish Ambassader, and the Spanish Consul.

* * *
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MANY BOYS AMONG THE
200 SINGERS.

The . Spanish choir, “ Orfes Catala,” of
Barcelons, which is paying a visit to London,
presented a picturesque sight at the Albert
Hall on Baturday afternoon, when the first

| of ita three concerts here was given, All the

ladies wore white lace mantillag, and at the
back of the orchestra was displayed the
gorgeous banner of the society, which, as
here represented, consisty of about 200
voices.  About 20 or 80 of these are boys,
whose voices gave rather a shrill tone to the
soprano section of the choir, {

The programe was interesting because
most of it was musie by Spanish composers
who are quite unknown here, Many of the |
pieces were cast in the form of simple |
| phra for the choir, with a soprano solo |
[obbligato.  The latter was taken; in one or |
itwo cases, by Mdlle. Barrientos, the well- |
| known operatic soprano (who was algo hea rd |
in the mad seene from ¢ Hamlet **), and also |
by one of the members of the choir itself,

A group of pieces deseribed a8 “ Catalan |
popular songs gave one an excellent op- ‘
portunity of hearing the chojr in their cha- |
racteristic style, which is remarkable for a
thythmic foree angd variety of expression. |

Judged by a Northern standpoint, the |
tone of the choir is perhaps not very beauti- |
ful, especially in fortissimo pass ges; but, |
on the other hand, there was always genuine |
musical feeling in the performances, whici |
had & vitality of a kind such as one finds in |
folk-music, !

An agreeable feature of the concert was |
Senor Manen’s oxcellent playing of Mendels. j
|
|

schn’s violin concerto, and Mlle. B rriento’s
brilliant singing ‘of tho Mad Scene from |
** Hamlet.

Senor Luisg Millet, the eonductor of the

| ¢hoir, showed himself to be in complete com- |

|‘
E

mand of hig vopal forces, and obtained from
them finished and very expressive renderings, |




SPANISH CHOIR IN LONDON |

e s !

A FINE PERFORMANCE, & |

usly inter
It may have been
proceeding to carry s
were, as is implied by bring
England, the home of the Ilui:.
ence, a8 we adways flatter oursc 3 |
no question here of competition. 'The Orfeo |

‘_11:1 is {lu.t«, unlike, in nearly every uim.g, our own [
principal choruses. In point of finish it is magniti-
1t, for it has been trained 'to ** a hair,”’ as the |

Its command over every kind of nuance |

i er o ra
ame HLuldr'U

BeI10 249

i1

mag
h

with
pianiss
the t

8 sustain
I ln. ;-omr of sustaining the tone in itsell v
great indoed in whatever grade of ::uuu.;:Lh, and the
Voloes possess o peculior , but also a peculiar
|4mi rather quality ti.;xt appears wo st promi-
nent in passages, When the chorus was
singing & sustoined piece or pas the tone was
quite beautiful; it rolled round and th I\m;;h the
| ample ces <!' the Albert Hall like that
‘ i | We

stminster.
wonld appear tha
st nation in Europe,
'or even in 1
[ ?'(}'\I_I}JIY_' dunice,
Rosginyol,’’ and in the exc
by Millet, there wus an 1
ness. ;\IiIIu t's work and Noguera's ' La
Granados’s ' [ilegia Dterna,” and Nicolau's
Mort de I'Elseolu ' are three remark

In all the ** bouche fermée *’ plays a cons
and the tone is beautiful, while tho voice parts, & 6,
6, or 4, move with a delightful ease. In two cases
there was a soprano.solo part superimposed, whiel
sung with quite extraordinarily ikaumul method by
Madame Maria Barriontos, made a very remarkable
and appealing effect. The Spanish composers repre-
sented Lloxrly khow much of choral technique of a
kind, ovén if there. wore no ex: melﬂa in this pro-
gramme of thatexcessive ** figuration '’ that has come
into vogue here through the competition festivale.
| The faet is:they obtain their offects with a eimpler
menns. The effects may or may not be as varied;
certainly they are as beautiful, p'n! the Orfeo Cataln
is to be congratulated on o g with such com-
plete success i.ho effects aimed at by the composers.

MADAME BARRIENTOS' SINGING.

Mr. Joan Manen was set down for a performanece
of Mendalssolin's violin concerto, which, if one may
BUYy 50, Wis unneccessary, since both the player and
the work are well known here :w:l what was nn even
worse example of the unnec ry was to ask so
glorious a singer as Madarne Barfientos to sing thd
Mad Scone from “Hamlet.” It was a wasted oppor-
tunity, for llle art, the style, and the sheer benuty
of the singer’s voice arc so rare that one would gladly
have heard her in music more worthy. Madame
Barrientes i8 a great singer, or was on Saturday. All
the silly roulades, scales, &L., could not possibly offer
any difficultios to one so accomplished: therefors we
would gladly have heard her again in gome such
music as the solo in the work by Gronados mentioned
above, where the purity (;f hr‘r voica in the
hthat h(‘]f’hl». Wil S, .
Eluis Millot' was t1 b R

b €0easor - of
of {he
ng in LJ.”urmn.
e yoar this chorns
ls’nprossmn.

et

to have been
madern  sohool * 1 sing
At ailess erowded pr riod of

would bave areated an immense




A SPANISH CHOIR.

e

-SOME CATALONIAN FOLK-SONGS.

The Catalonian choir called “ Orfes Catald " which i
made its first English appearance at the Albert H;LIIJ
on Saturday afternoon is a mixed choir of about 2(50‘l
voices. ' Its home is Barcelona, i

It was founded in 1891 as a small choral ﬁocir-i-_v, |
and under the inspiring leadership of Don Lluis Millet,
its conductor, it has grown and perfected a peculiar

| technique and a distinctive gf ¥le of choral singing
which was best heard in arrangements of Catalonian |
folkksnn;:s and some works for unaccormpanied voices
by modern § vanish composers, But the choir does

I F

not confine itself to its native music. The programme
on Baturday contained the old English rota ¢ Sumer
is icumen in * ang Bach’s eight-voiced motet “ Singet
dem Herrn,” both in  Spanish. Subsequent, ,ra-

grammes to be given on Monday and Wednesday

| eveningsTinclude selections from Handel's “ Ode on

St. Cecilia’s Day ”” and Palestring’s ** Missa Papae

Marcelli.”

It was in the Spanish music that the positive merits
of‘the choir were most apparent ; a remarkable vitg-
lity, sensitive phrasing of the folk-melodies, g way of
singing as though the choir were a single im-’i.rumenb,
and a perfect command of bouche fermée effects for
purposes of accomp animent were notable qualities,
Their treatment of the beautiful tuna “ K] rossinyol '
(The Nightingale) and the lilting rhythm of Els tres
tambors ” (The Three Drumimers) combined the
sponfancity of real folk-singing with the technique of
a  highly trained ensemble, and in accompanyi
SeBora Maria Barrientos in Millet's “ Rl cant dels
aucells ” (The Song of the Birds) and the Elegia,
Eterna ” of Granados the choir showed itself capable
of preat subt lety of expression. But with all this the
choir is curiously oblivious of what in this count r'y are
considered first, principles of choral singing—a, pure
tone and a balance of power between the parts. In
forte passages the little boys who supplemented the
sopranos were allowed to shout their heads off; in
ach’s motet the tenors came striding through the
ensemble with a raucous quality of voice which was

| painful ; the hasses were weak, the contraltos undis-
tinguished. The whole perfo nance of Bach's work,
| sung with the wildest eccentr ies of tempo, was to
English ears intensely unmusical, yet one could not
| doubt that the singers were following out an ideal of
| interpretation which was eloguent ‘with meaning fop
them. |
| Sefiora Barrentos, besides taking part in cerdain |
of the choral works, gava a 1_1:‘EIJi:mHy (lrmna‘tic_per-

formance of the mad scene from Thomas's Hamlet,

and Sefior Joan Manén played Mendelssohn’s violin

concerto, both with the New Symphony Orchestra

conducted by Signor Gamiljari.

Among the audience wepe P rincess Henry of Bs tten-
berz, tha Duchess of Albany, ths Duchess Maric of
3 v, y ' :

Saxe-Coburg anq Gotha, the Spanish Ambassader,
and the Spanish Consul,




| THE YOUNGEST CHOIR ON EARTH. e
TrAT Spanish choir that came to the Al ert Ha
1 Saturda gsomething new in the way of chm_rs,
0'11u 1th too. Certainly the Orfeo
|and Té : : R : :
?‘-mh ag it calls itself, must be the youngest choir
atala, as 8 ST
on earth, though the tenors and basses are grown
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WEEK-END CONCERTS,

|

|

|

THE BARCELONA CHOIR AT THE!
ALBERT HALL.

|
Pl s |
The Orféo Catdld, of Barcelona, the ].adiesf
dressed in white lace mantillas and the men |
in ordinary evening dress, made their first
appearance at the Albert Hall on Saturday
afternoon, and by their wonderful singing
scored immediate and lasting success.
Besides singing many beautifnl Spanish
part songs, such as “ The death of a choir-
boy,” where the basses vividly imitate the
tolling of a bell, and “The Siesta,’” they
also very effectively accompanied Senora
Barrientos, the well-known soprano, by

means of subdued bumming, and thus dis-
played remarkable command of expression.
Princess Henry of Battenberg was present.
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royal box.

““ORFEO CATALA.”

With all the foreign musieal literature that is
now flooding our concert halls and opera houses,
it is strange that Spain—the land of serenade,
dance, and song—is not more fully represented.
Thanks, howéver, to the “ Orfed Catala” of Bar-
celona we shall now be enabled to make a closer
acquaintance with Spanish choral music heard
at its best, for the choir has been enterprising
enough to visit this country with the object of
giving three concerts, the first of which took
place on Saturday at the Albert Hall. The per-
formance was an unusually good one. The
quality of tone is peculiar in being nasal rather
than resonant. This, however, is well suited to the
choir's methods, seeing that most of their efforts
were oconfined to humming, especially when
accompanying the soloist. Nearly every number
on the programme was of a melancholy nature,
but each contained a rare beauty and charm of
its own. Admirabls vocal control was displayed
throughout the concert, to prove which it is only
needful to mention the humming accompaniment
in “ The Nightingale”” and “ The Song of Birds,”
the languorous character of “The Siesta,” and

“The Death of the Choir Boy,” where a particu- |
larly good impression of a tolling bell was given |

by the basses striking a low note at odd intervals,

Maria Barrientos was the vocalist. Her soprano |

voice is of a remarkably sweet and rare quality,

and, like the choir, she was at her best when |

singing ‘‘ mezza voce.”)  Seiior Don Lluis Millet
conducted skilfully and with every atliention
toward legitimate expression.

Later on Sefior Don Joan Manén gave a musi-

cianly reading of the Mendelssohn violin con- |

certo, accompanied by the New Symphony

Orehestra.  Among the audience was Princess |

Henry of Battenberg, who was: present in the

|
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SINGERS IN MANTILLAS,
———
SPANISH CHOIR'S FIRST CONCERT
IN LONDON,

The Barcelona Choral Society, the
¥ Orfeo Catala,” gave the first of its con-
certa at Albert Hall on Saturday afternoon,
the women adorned with white mantillas
and the men in evening dress, The enter- |
prise of this famous body of singers in
coming so far, as well as their merits, en-
sured a sympathetic hearing. Under their
gifted conductor, Seiior Lluis Millet, they
sang a variety of musie, but the opening
bars of the opening piece—the society’s
“hymn “—straightway and unambigu-
ously gave us the measure of their qualities
and peculiarifies.

Afterwards came a set of Catalan folk-
songs, mostly charming, but cne or two
arranged with an aim at ad captandum
effect, Then some modern Spanish pieces,
a plaintive “ BEternal Elegy by Granados
among them. A compliment to English
art was paid by the appearance in the pro-
gramme of that celebrated early essay in
contrapuntal style * Summer is icumen in,”
and - the programme wound up with Bach’s
tremendous motet, “Sing to the Lerd.”
The technique of these Spanish singers
proved highly developed; they sang with a
;}‘ecuhar eagerness and rhythmicalemphagis.

he sopranos’ peculiar nasal tone was in
most striking divergence from English
notions of choral tome, but throughout the

' ohoir there was a slightly rasping quality
' which, far from disagreeable, had indeed
appropriate effect in_some of the Spanigh
music with its semi-Oriental feeling., The
goloist, Mme. Maria Barrientos, had the
sweatest of soprano voices. Sefior Manen,-
w_elll_ known in London already, played the
violin,

=




; ALBERT HALL.

rrrr—————
AN IMPORTANT AVPPEA RANCE,

In Engliud one is apt to ignore the exictencs of
those distinguislied singers who have s¢ldom, if
ever, sung in London, Opera-goers glhibly allude
to the exploits of Suotti nud BSammarco, because
they are so frequently aifforded: the opportunity of
Learing these Lwo pérformers ; but Buttistiui, a
baritons whose sl canto ”  touches perfec.
tion, is little more than & name to soma of
them—pgreat though hig artistic success was
when Le sung bere a foi years ago. HEvery-
body talks about Letrazzini'a trills, Melba's ** fiori-
ture,” and Hempel's vocal ugility, owing to the fact
that all three goddesses of sobgr have recently
been heard in London, bug several artists of the
first runk, amongss whom is the wholly admirable
Ahea Verlet, whose rendering ot * Caro nome
and of theair from * La Peris du_Brésil ? leuves
her unrivalled, wre nog ulwisys  taken into

|aceount by - musical « persons when  discuss-
[ing voutemporary performers, Nor was much

known of Senovi” Barrientos prior to ber suceess
at the Albert Hall on Saturday dfternoon, when
the Spauish soprano's rendering of that exacting

| show-piece, tha “Mad Scene” from * Humlet,”

proved that as a **coloraturs sitiger she need
fear no competition, e neatness of Senora
Barrientos’s ruus, the smoothness of hep turns,
the artist’s ability to sustain the shake, the cep-
tainty of her attack, and the distinction and
suthority with which she invested every line
of the musio stamp the newcowmer, who
has enchanted Continental audiences for some
years pasi, us a singer of the fivst magnitude, ©'he
ocueasion also served to introduce the Orfdy Catala,
a choir which has done much to wuke Barcelona (a
most eritical musical centre) tumous, Senor Joan
Munén—a violinist whose tone and technique ars
unsurpassed—huving been the remaining uttrac-
tion.
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SPANISH CHOIR.
T R A
REMAREABLE CATALAN MUSIC.

For its second concert, which took plaecs in the
Albert Hall last night, the famous Orfeé Catald of
Barcelona designed a programme of unusual interest
to those who care for fine music finely sung. First
of all there was the society's own Hymn, composed
by Lluis Millet; this is described as a sort of invo
cation to * the ideals of art and country,” which ig
the spirit of the Orfeé Catald. Then came a won
derful group of Catalan popular songs; then a
Catalan dance, entitled ** Camprodon,” played by
an original popular Catalan orchestra; then Richard
Strauss's Hymn for sixteen voices in two choirs—the
first of four voices and the second of twelve: then a
short violin recital by that accomplished artist, Don
Joan Manén; and finally a short group of choral
pieces—the econductor's * Prayer to our Lady of
Help," a motet for four voices—** O magnum mys-
terium "—by Victoria, 1540-1608), and the
“ Credo " from Palestrina's Mass, “ Paps Mar-
celli.”

How the choral side of this splendid programme
| was performed only those who have heard this extra.
{ ordinarily well-disciplined, well-balanced, and high-
| spirited body-of singers can realise.  As we pointed
| out yestorday, its work is comparable to the best of
our Northern choirs, but comparable only in the

perfect finish of its technique—its style being its
| very own, and a peculiar, but not at all unpleasant,
nagal tone in singing * forte ™ passages: while in
that finish there is no suspicion of the solf-conscions
ness which is so directly the result of our own com
petition festivals. The notes of pathos and humour,
praise and jubilation, were each sumgested in gimplo |
and straightforward terms—but always in terms of |
the highest art, The exquisite Cradle Song, with
one prominent soprano voice (the singer’s name was |
not given), had to be repeated: likewise a humorous |
song in five parts arranged by the composer, Pujol,
The “ reedy " combination of the little Catalan
orchestra ig like nothing London concert-goers ever
hear.  The scale is not our *‘tempored ” one, to
begin with, and the first few notes of shrill piecalo
and the very small drum (* tapped " by the same
player) which herald the dance have a bizarre but |
exhilarating effect. Music.such as this one may hear

only in Barcelona and on the slopes of the Eastorn
Pyrences.  Perhaps on Wednesday we may bo per- |
Jmisted to hear a little mogpe, :




ORFEO CATALA.
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TeE Orféo Cataly is making its ap-
pearance at the Albert Hall next Wed-
nesday. The special aim of this choral
society from Barcelona is to perform popular,
also sacred music. Its conductor is Sefior
Lluis Millet, by whom it was founded in
1891. The number of members isat present
four hundred.
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~.  SPANISH CHORAL SOCIETY IN LONDON.

The Albert Hall has been taken up for a series of three
concerts by the Spanish choral society, the “ Orfeocatala,”
of Barcelona, which is claimed to be the largest permanent
choir on the continent. The Orfeo Catala has the direct
support of Their Majesties, the Kine and Queen of Spain, and
this will be the first time that the soclety, which has already
Il!:lilt‘ ifse'H' VEI'yY |)H]J|l|ill‘ not (llll\' W-II H]]:lin. |)lli ill FI‘:HH-U.
[taly, Germany and other countries, makes an appearance in
Fngland. The first of the three concerts took place vesterday
(Saturday), and the others will take place on Mondav and
Wednesday next. The choir will he conducted by Senor Don
Lluis Millet, who has had the privilege of conduetine hefore
almost all the crowned heads of Eurove.

SENERA | EATRIZNTGS,
the famous Spanish soprano who is sing-

ing te-night at the Albert Hall.




The Orfeo Uatala, whieh gives its final concert to-
mortow night, is a socioty of musicians in the right
sense of the térm. - It is recruited from the workers,
who after their day’s lubour turn to song for their
refreshment; and the * point " of the society is to
revive the popular and religious music of their coun-
try and to share in the renaissance in Catalonia of
life, political, social, literary, artistic, and scientific.
To those whose horizon is not bounded by the
Channel it has long been known that this renaissance
is in being, not merely a thing talked about. More-
over, it seems clear that it.is sincere, for many will
recollect that last year a great attempt was made
by Mr. Arbos to bring to [London the Orquesta
Sinfonica de Madrid, an attempt that failed from the
usual eause—=insufficiency of funds and inability to
collect them. The Orfeo Catala, on the other hand,
has been move fortunate, for in its own province of
Catala it has obtained the necessary support from

private sources—a proof of sincerity.
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CONCERT PLATFORM.

«ORFEO CATALA” AT ALBERT
HALL.

SPANISH MUSIC.

In spite of the meagre audience, there was
no lack of enthusiasm at the Albert Hall last
night when the ““Orfed Catala” of Barcelona gave
their second concert. Spanish part songs 2t 1in
took up the greater part of the programime, such
as two Christmas songs and a cradle song, and
very beautifully were they sung Tt was not the
shoral singing that we understand, however, made
up of broad, sweeping phrases, for S8panish
choral music 18 too subtle and too ingenious for
that. It is, indeed, this remarkable subtlety of
effect, -allied to an admirable command of ex-
pression, that has brought this fine choir sue-
cess and stamped their performance here with
such a favourable impression.

Another particularly attractive number given
last night was the Catalan popular dance *Cam-
prodon,” performed by the Catalan Orchestra of
ten players. The native instruments used are a
miniature kettledrum, brass and wood wind, the
last being not unlike enlarged clarinets. The
tone may be raucous and reedy, and the whole
effect somewhat suggestive of bagpires, but what
with the fascinating lilt of the melody and splen-
did swing of the rhythms employed, the results
obtained were extremely exhilarating and easily
secured an encore. A word of praise is due to
the young vocalist who sang the solo part in the
“«QOradle Song” with much purity of tone and
deep expression.
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| A Spanish Choir in London.

A famous Spanish choir, “Orfeo Catela,”
will appear in Lon
It comprises 260 men, women, snd children.
{ under the direction of the founder, Don Louis
| Millet. Senor Pablo Casals and Dona Maria
| Barientos will be associated with the choir in
this their first appearance in London. They
propose to give two concerts in Paris on their
wayv to London. The programmes of the three
concerts contain, besides Catalan songs and
oter Spanish musiec, Bach's nget dem
Herrn™ (June 20), Richard Strauss’s Hymn
for two choirs and the *‘Credo’’ of Palestrina’s
Missa Papae Marcelll (June 22}, and Handel's
Ode for St. Cecilia’s Day.

o
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on on June 20, 22, and 24.

Englard is ta be v
uf Barcelona, a choral socie
be the largest permanent ch in Europe. They
ate to appear af three concerts in the Alberf
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A Seaxism Cmom.

The Orfeo Catala,:a famous cheir from
Barcelona, zave the first of threa concerts at
the Albert Hal] yesterday afternoon. Tt ie
nob a large choir from a British standpoint,
but it is bigger than the madrigal choirg of
the North of England. Tha whale effect of
the voices has g character of its own, due,
rhaps, to it emplovment »f boy singers.
o the eurious‘nasal produ tion gave the

quality of tone a distinction of its own.

The programme.” which consisted mainly of
{olk songs with strongly defined rhythm, did
Lot call for-an exhibition of the higher
aualities of choral singing, hut the songs
: sung with sueh energy and picturesque-
nogs that they gave a Loudon audience a
new musical sensation. Sefinr Millet, the
1dyctor, m ay be proud of the perfection to
hich he has raised the singing of his choir.
Sefiora. Maria Barrieulos, a soprano gifted
with a pretty voice, and Sefior Manen, a

"

violinist of talent who is net unknown to
London, also performed at this concert.




